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PRETACE to the FIRST DISCOURSE; 


BRING 


A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
or THE 


DREADFUL FIRE Ar RATCLIFF HIGHWAY, 
JuLy the 23d, 1794. 
Iz | 


IN attempting to lay before my readers, even 

the ſlighteſt ſketch of ſo alarming a conflagration 
as comes under our preſent conſideration, ſome 
apology might perhaps be thought neceſſary, leaſt, 
by a too general ſuryey of the calamity, I might/ 


not be able to conform to every minutia which 


the intelligent reader may wiſh to be acquainted 
with ;-or, by attending too cloſely to leſs ſignificant 


particulars, might be ſubje& to eſcape matters of . 


greater concern. Under theſe difficulties, and 
impreſſed, at the ſame time, with a ſenſe of my own 
inſufficiency, can do no otherwiſe than ſubmit my- 
ſelf to that generous candour which has always 


ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed itſelf amongſt the friends 
of my own congregations, and which, on this oc- 


A 2 caſion, 
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caſion, am led to perſuade myſelf, will not be 
wanting in the public at large. 


I therefore 1 to the detail of a few particu- 


Jars relative to that dreadful fire” which can only 


be conſidered in a detached manner, as a more 


ſuccina and regular arrangement of them could. 


not be made out, owing to different ſurveys 
made at the different points of view where it hap- 
pened, and to the different accounts I have re- 
ceived from perſons of the beſt authority on the 
ſpot. : 


The fire, from the complexity of the various - 


circumſtances that attended it, is deſerving of more 
particular notice than the frequency of ſuch acci- 


dents permits us to beſtow upon them. The lite, 


is, in all reſpetts, an object of great curioſity : the 
ruins occupy, as ſome have con jectured, the im- 
menſe ſpace of ſixy-five acres; and the number of 
houſes, according to the molt accurate eſtimate, is 
between fix and ſeven hundred. Whoever knows 
the neighbourhood, muft naturally ſuppoſe, that 
by far the greater part of theſe were of the poorer 
ſort, mere wooden buildings, containing numerous 
families, and, being ſo near the water-ſide, were oc- 
cupied by working men, who were employed in 
inferior departments ,on the river; but many of 
the houſes ne were deſtroyed were large and ele- 

| ; gant, 
* 


- 
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gant, the property of perſons who reſided in that 


diſtrict for che ſake of their commercial connec- : 


tions. Theſe, and the better fort of the other 
houſes, were inſured ; but the inſurance upon all 
the property deſtroyed in all the offices (we have 
it from good authority) does not exceed 300,000). 
IT be probable loſs muſt be-eſtimated at more than 
double; though ſome have ſuppoſed it near a mil- 
lion of money. The Eaſt India Company's ware 
houſes are never inſured, and much of the pro- 
perty that was lodged there belonged to' private 
perſons, who, according to cuſtom, allow their 
goods to remain there after they have made the 
purchaſe at their fales. , 


It may, perhaps, be aſtoniſhing to thoſe who 


+ have ſurveyed the ruins, how a fire in the day time 
could have extended its ravages ſo far and wide; 
but that aſtoniſhment muſt ceaſe, When they con- 
ſider the circumſtances that attended it, —of ex- 
ceſſive wind, and want of water, and the combuſ- 


tible matter which the fire every where encounter= 


ed, with other appendant circumſtances which 
could not be avoided. 


Having premiſed theſe particulars, I proceed- 


to ſome deſcription of the whole. 


The fire may be ſaid to be truly dreadful, 


which, fron the ſuddenneſs of its commencement, 
and 
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| F vi. 
and the yapidity it burnt with, has made ſuch un- 
paralleled devaſtation as not to be equalled by any 


one fince the fire of London. The fire of Lon- 


don, which commenced in the year 1666, we may 


venture to afhrm, ſtill lives in the memory of 


every individual ; and, we doubt not, but this 


alſo will be ranked amongſt thoſe memorable in- 


ſtances of divine providence, which the pages of 
hiſtory will convey to future generations. 

| | 1 
It firſt broke out, on Wedneſday, the 23d of 


July laſt, at Mr. Clove's, a barge-builder's, at 
{tone-ſtairs, near Cock-hill, Ratcliff.-highway ; oc- _ 


caſioned by the boiling over of a pitch kettle that 
ſtood under the warehouſe, which was almoſt in- 
ſtantly conſumed; It then communicated to a 
barge, it being low water, that lay cloſe to the 
premiſes, laden. with ſaltpetre and other ſtores, 
which no ſooner caught fire, than it immediately 
blew up ſeveral pieces of large timbers of conſi- 
derable weight that lay on the ground, and ſpread 
with ſuch uncommon conflagration, that ſeveral 
{mall craft, and a Barbadoes veſſel, took fire, and 
were conſumed without any poſſibility of getting 


them off. 


The blowing up of the ſaltpetre from the barge, 
occaſioned large flakes of fire to fall on the ware- 


houſes belonging to the Eaſt India Company, from 
whence 


4 


L wi J. 

whence the ſaltpetre was removing to the Tower 
(twenty tons of which had fortunately been ſent 
thither the preceding day). No ſooner had the 
flames reached the warehouſes, than the ſcene be- 
came more tremendouſly dreadful, the whole of 
which were preſently conſumed, together with all 
their contents, to a large-amount, which ſome com- 
putations have ſtated at upwards of 150, oool. When 
the fire communicated to the Eaſt India Ware- 
houſe, the firemen diſcontinued their exertions, 
and prudently withdrew from the threatning dan- 
ger, as did alſo, by their advice, their nearer neigh- 
bours. 8 


The effect of the exploſion of the ſaltpetre was 
ſomething ſimilar to that of an earthquake, or, 
more juſtly, to the eruptions of a volcano. It ran 
towards the Thames, and had the appearance of 
cream- coloured lava; and when it had reached 
the water blew up with a prodigious force, in the 
form of an immenſe column; and, during the time 
it was burning, the ſmoke preſented an awful and 
ſtriking ſpeQacle, forming a vaſt arch as white as 
inow, and extending near five miles. The flakes 
were carried up in columns of fire and ſmoke in 
different direftions, to a conſiderable diſtance, | 
ſpreading devaſtation and ruin wherever they fell, 
inſomuch that it had all the appearance of raining 
fire wand, r to the imagination of every 

1 ſerious 
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ſerious individual, a lively piaure. of that more tre. 


mendous ſcene, hen the ſound of the archangel's 
trumpet ſhall ſhake the heavens; when, tottering 
palaces ſhall ſipk into nothing, and all. created 
things mingle in the general wreck, —amidſt the 


claſh of elements, and all the horrors of a burning 


world! ! - 
| & 
14 


oo Das to return to the ſad cataſtrophe beſore 
us. Every thing now was in the utmoſt ſtate of 
confuſion, the ſmoke and fire being ſo intenſe as al- 
moſt to- ſuffocate all thoſe who made any attempts 
to abate them. The progreſs of the flames con- 
tinued with increaſing violence, and ſeemed to 
baffle every endeavour to counteratt their force. 
Some engines were uſed, but to very little purpoſe, 
and ſome were put into barges in order to ſupply. 
ethers with watex ; but, even this was ineffettual, 


as the engines, owing to the narrowneſs of. the paſ- PA 
ſages. and other unpediments,/gould not work, The 


wind blowing ſtrong from, he South, and the high 
fireet of Ratcliff being narrow, both ſides caught 
fire, and, in the courſe of the evening, it extended 
itſelf to the premiſes of Mr. Joſeph Hanks, tmber 
merchant in London-ſtreet, where it raged with the 
fame unabating fury as at firſt, and communicated, 
to Butcher-row; the whole of the Weſt and part c of 


the Eaſt ſide of which were conſumed. The fire 
then took its courſe up Brook-ſtreet, abe 


aufe waz 
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Cauſeväy, and caught the premiſes of Mr. Shake 


ſpear, rope-maker, (at the extremity of whoſe rope 
walk it topped) and burnt through the fields on 
the one fide, and the whole of the dwellings on the 
other; forming altogether a ſquare of great extent: 


and what is very remarkable; the dwelling houſe of 


Mr. Bear, an extenſive building, although ſut- 


rounded by the flames, ſtaod, like a phœnix, uncon- 


ſumed. 


Mr. Clove, (at whoſe houſe the fire began) with 
his ſervants with great difficulty eſcaped, one of 
whom was terribly burnt, and was taken to the 
London hoſpital; Mr. Clove himſelf unfortunately 
had his arm broke, and his other much hurt; 
but we are happy to ſay we do not yet hear of any 
lives being loſt. 


| A ſurvey being made the next day by the war- 
dens and officers of the hamlet, their report was 


that out of 1200+ houſes in the ſaid hamlet, not 
more than 370 were preſerved. 


From the great diſtreſs che above fire occaſioned 
to a great number of poor families, government or- 
dered 120 tents to be immediately pitched for their 
accommodation in.Stepney-fields, till they could be 
more camfortably provided for. Among the loffes 
eccahoned by this unfortunate event, were the 

b Vvare- 
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warehouſes belonging to the Eaſt India Company; 

a large ſugar houſe belonging to Mr. Whiting, 
which contained upwards of 40, oool. worth of ſugar ; 
and all the warehouſes which. extended along the 
ſhore, all of which were entirely conſumed. The 
whole extent of ground from above Stone-ſtairs- 
to Ratcliff-croſs, and from the water ſide to Step- 
ney-cauſeway, is covered with one continued maſs 
of ſmoking ruins. | 


The diſtreſs of the miſerable inhabitants exceed. 
ed all deſcription ; nor would it be poſſible to give 
any juſt recital of it, without making that attack upon 
your minds, which the exquiſite ſenſibility of your 
generous feelings, ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed on that 
lamentable occaſion, convinces me, at this time, 
would be wholly unneceſſary. However, I ſhall 
only venture to add, in this ſtate of confuſion, out 
of near 700 houſes which were deſtroyed, there 
| muſt, on the average of only allowing four perſons 
to a houſe, be upwards of 2,700 perſons involved 
in the diſtreſs. Among ſome of theſe, were de- 
crepid and feeble men and women, who were ſeen 
joſtled about in the tumultuous throng, and vo- 
men, unable to ſave their property from the flames, 

in the midſt of the confuſion, were heard ſ{kream- 
ing from different parts of this diſtracted theatre; 
children loſing their parents, parents loſing their 
children; the ſick and the helpleſs ejected from 
| their 


N 


4 2 


their hoſpitable tenements into the open fields, 


which became the only receptacle for the houſeleſs 


poor, vithout a ſhelter to ſcreen them from the 
weather, or defend them from the aſſaults of that 
offenſive effluvia which the ſmoke and fire had 
occaſioned in the air. One woman was ſeen, if 
you can ſuffer me to relate the melancholy ſtory, 
running among the crowd, with all the ſigns of 
grief and ſorrow mingled in her countenance, car- 
rying in her arms, perhaps unknowing what ſhe 
bore, the body of an infant corps, While num- 
bers of different ſufferers, on all fides, only helped 
to heighten the ſcene, and render the whole a pic- 
ture too deplorably deſcriptive of the greateſt miſe- 
ries of human wretchednels, 


It is neceſſary to inform you, before I conclude, 
that Lord Egremont gave 100l, to the diſtreſſed 
ſufferers; and, from a mecting of the affluent in- 


habitants of the city, which was held at the Court- 


houſe, the 26th ult. the ſum of near 10001. was im- 
mediately ſubſcribed. The Eaſt-India Company 
gave 100 guineas; and about 7ool, more was col- 
lected at Lloyd's; beſides which, ſeveral well diſ- 
poſed perſons have been very liberal on this occa- 


ſion. The following diſcourſe, which was preached 
near the ſpot, on the enſuing Sunday, produced the k 


ſum, from your liberality alſo, of 671. 1gs. 10d, 
b 2 which 


) 


Saas, 


which demands my. 1 i. 
more particularly as I conſidered.it a lively in- 
ſtance of your reſpett to myſelf in particular, and 
to the cauſe of humanity in general. 


Aug. 74,1794 4 NAD 


A DISCOURSE, &c. 


on THE 
DREADFUL FIRE at RATCLIFF, ] VE 23, 1794; 
BEING ' 


A Diſplay If the inexhauftible Mercier of God, in the Pro 
| ſervation y his People, 


) 


| LAMENTATIONS ii. 22. 


IT I3 OF THE LORD'S MERCIES THAT WE ARE ; NOT 
| CONSUMED. 


HE moſt wiſe and uncontrolable Jehovah 


uſeth various means and inſtruments to diſ- 
compoſe mankind, when they ſuppoſe their ſitua- 


tion moſt pleaſant, their property moſt ſafe, and 
their habitations out of the reach of danger. While 
they enjoy the pleaſing proſpetts of earthly good, 


ah! how ſoon does ſome diſaſtrous event ariſe to 
blaſt the ſcene, and fruſtrate, by its unwelcome dif- 
appointments, every hope that their fancied imagi- 


nations might preſent before them,—even while 
they are preparing to ſeize the golden prize. The 
ungodly inhabitants of Sodom little thought their” 


0+ ETD ſo near, and hell ſo ready for their re- 
: ception, 


E 

eeption, when God conſumed them and their habi- 
tations with the fire of his wrath, on that never- to- 
be- forgotten morn when Lot fled into Zoar, and 
faw * the ſun riſen upon it.” Oh! how his ſoul 
muſt glow with wonder and gratitude when he be- 
held Sodom, Gomorrah, . Admah, and Zeboim all 
in flames, and their ſmoke riſing in ſwelling ca- 
Jumns to the ſky; the inhabitants {kreaming, 
burning, and dying, amidſt the re ſiſtleſs fury of the 
quenchleſs blaze, while himſelf and a part of his 
beloved family only, are permitted to fly, yea, are 
even driven from irreparable ruin, and ſafely con- 
dutted to that happy aſylum which God had pro- 
vided for them, — while, methinks I hear him ex- 
claim, in the language of my text, © It is of the 
Lord's mercies we are not conſumed,” | 


Thoſe who, but a few _— ago, ſaw this whole 
neighbourhood blazing with ſuch fury, and threat- 
ening the deſtruQtion of one of the firſt cities in the 
world — for wealth, for. ſinners, and for fin ; yet, for 

all this, you, who have fled from the ſpreading 
and devouring flames, may juſtly ſay, © It is of the 
Lord's merey, we (and all our children, relatives, 
and friends) are not conſumed.” —My heart feels, 
yea, I cannot forbear weeping, to ſee the tents in 
yonder open fields; and thoſe who had conveni- 
ent and comfortable dwellings but laſt Wedneſday 
morning ; their ane; perhaps, flouriſhing, and their 


families 
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families happy, now lying on bundles of ſtraw 4. 
mong a mixed throng, moſt of whom, it is proba- 
ble, were unknown to one another, But when I 
look to that extenſive ground, where I can ſee 
nothing but demonſtrable proofs of periſhable 
and periſhing things, I cannot forbear expreſſing 
my gratitude to. that God who has, preſerved me 
and mine from the calamities which ſome thouſands 

of my fellow-creatures feel this day, and to inform 
them, and all you that are preſent with me, on this 
ſolemn and melancholy occaſion, — that it is of the 
Lord's mercies, that all the bodies of the ſuffer- 
ers were not conſumed with their habitations and 
properties, in that aſtoniſhing heap of ſmoking ruias 
now before us. Bleſſed be God for thoſe mer- 
cies which time cannot waſte, which fire, how- 
ever violent, cannot conſume. O ! that he would 
put it into our ſouls tc breathe and pant after thoſe 
mercies which are called, “the ſure mercies of 
David.” Iſa. liv. 3- Acts xiii. 34. Theſe mer. 
cies, ſirs, will continue to comfort and ſupport their 
poſſeſſors when the foundations of the earth trem- 
ble and periſh ; when the ſpangled ſky, with all its 
ſhining furniture, ſhall be folded up like a ſcroll ; 
yea, when univerſal nature fhall feel the general 
ſhock, and ſeas, mountains, and iſlands dwindle 
into nothing: then ſhall the poſſeſſors of theſe 
mercies lift up their heads with joy, and ſay, © the 

| Cod 
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Cod of ficob i is our refuge and ſtrength; he has 
preſerved us and brought us out of all our trou- 
bles; therefore; it is of the Lord's mercies that we 
have not been caſt into that fire which is not to be 
extinguiſhed, and out of which the enemies of God 

(once caſt into) ſhall never come. 8 | 


Hlence obſerve, "_ the 107d is very merci- 
ful in his nature, and hath nothing but mercy in 
all his purpoſes and deſigns towards his on people; 
yet his providential diſpenſations often ſeem to be 
very ſevere towards them, as well as towards the 
ungodly, Pſalm Ixv. 5. The Lord ſometimes 
viſits his own people with great trials, but he never 
does them any wrong : and therefore, through the 
channel of his myſterious and providential dealings 
with them, they are frequently compelled to cry 
out, © O! Lord, how manifold are thy works,” 
—* how terrible art thou in all thy works,” &c. 


Though all the ways of God are metcy and truth 
to them that fear him and keep his covenant, Pf. 
xxv. 10, yet they are not always ſo in their out- 
ward appearance, and, in ſuch circumſtances, even 
the beſt of them are often led to cry out, with old 
Jacob, “ All theſe things are againſt me!“ but, in 
the iſſue it ſhall appear otherwiſe ; that the ſevereſt 
trials, and the bitterſt afflictions that God's people 
ever experienced, are all encompaſſed with mercy. 

For 


\ 


Fot even in the midſt of che moſt felling floods 
of deſtructive judgments, thoſe who know the Lord 
to be their God will always be inclined to ſay, 
It is of his mefcies that we are not conſumed by 
thoſe fiery trials, and that we are not overwhelmed - 
by the ſeverer ſtorms of his divine diſpleaſure. 
Thoſe who have ſuffered moſt on this diſtreſſing 
occaſion, ought to acknowledge, with pious Ezra, 
« and after all that is come upon us, for our evil. 

* deeds and for our great treſpaſs, ſeeing that our 
God has puniſhed us leſs (mark, leſs) than our ini- 
quities deſerve; and has given us (when even our 
perſons and families were nearly conſumed in the 
general conflagration) ſuch a deliyerance as this.“ 
Ezra ix. 13. So likewiſe might every one among 
you, be your loſſes whatever they may, acknow- 
ledge with the Pſalmiſt, © the Lord is merciful and 
gracious, ſlow to anger, and plenteous in mercy a 
he has not dealt with us after our fins, nor reward « | 
ed us according to our iniquities.” 


Though the Lord Ne this calamity to 
happen, by what you call an accident, yet, (with- 
out meaning to inſult you by perſonal reflection) 
you would do right to conſider, who are concern- 
ed inthe diſtreſs, that your own ſins were not a ſmall 
cauſe of it; though it might in the general be ſuf. 
fered as a warning to the ungodly at large: toge- 
ther with other deſigns in divine providence, —t9 / 
i | wy 
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try the faith of his people, by their dependance on 
him; and to excite in all that ſpirit of commiſera- 


tion and benevolence, as the teſt of Chriſtianity, 


which only ſuch an occaſion could have produced; 
and which I hope many of my hearers, at the cloſe 
of this opportunity, will evince by their conduct. 


Some of the unfortunate ſufferers I am addrefling 


at this time, and whom I commend to your chari- 
table attention, were, but a few days ago, among 
thoſe who were more ready to give than to receive, 
and who, viewing the reverſion of things, are led 
to cry out, with the prophet, © O! wheel, 
wheel, wheel!” how haſt thou rolled away our 


proſpetts, and deſtroyed our properties in thoſe - 


ſmoking aſhes which are immediately before us ! 
Yet, for all this, there is an abundant cauſe for all of 
us to declare, that “it is of the Lord's mercies that 
ve are not conſumed.“ Ah! firs, we all of us partake 
of God's mercies, though we deſerve them no more 
than thoſe who are conſigned over to everlaſting 
vengeance, where mercy can never come. And that 
we are not in ſuch a ſtate, obliges us to cry out, © it 
is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed.” 


Theſe words, in their literal ſenſe, have a refer- 


ence to the ſtate and experience of the Jewiſh 


church, which, though many of her members had 
been cut off by various judgments, ſuch as the 
| word, famine, and peſtilence, yet the Lord ſpared 


many. 


„ 
many of the Jews, and thoſe that were preſerved 
thus acknowledged it, ſaying, © it is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not conſumed. TORN $0 


The Loud promiſed, that, in all the Slams 
and judgments which the Jews ſuffered, “ a rem- 
nant ſhould be ſaved, even when he ſhould make 
a full end of all nations, yet he would not make a 
full end of them; but would ſave them not only 
with a temporal, but with a ſpiritual and eternal ſal- 
vation, which the Meſſiah ſhould bring unto them; 
for nx is the Mercy of the Lord,” and the Mer- 
cy of Mercies; becauſe, out of him, God can be 
nothing but wrath, and * a conſuming fire,.“ There- 
fore it is only owing to HIM, this Mercy of the Lord, 
this great Mercy of Mercies, Jeſus Chriſt, that they, 
the remnant of the Jews, and we, the remnant af 
the Gentiles, are not conſumed. SAY | 


In the words of my; text there are three things o 
take notice e ol. 

1. Mercies. | 

2. The ſpring from whenee theſe mercies come. 

3. The declaration which will be made by thoſe 
who receive them. 


1. Mercies; not mercy in the fingular number, 
but qxcies in the plural; to ſhey us the yaſt yas 
19 855 
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if 40 i 
' riety of mercies which God has to diſpoſe of a- 
mong the objects of his care at large. We read 
of © manifold mercies, and of a © multitude of 
mercies,” in the word of God, Neh. ix. 19. Pſalm 
Ixix, 13, 16. Our God is not like Iſaac, who had 
- but one bleſſing to give away, Gen. xxvii. 38. No, 
no, he has mercies of all ſorts; mercies for maſters 
and mercies for ſervants, mercies for parents and 
mercies for children; and he commands his ſun to 
riſe upon the godly and ungodly ; and his' rain tq 
deſcend upon the juſt and the unjuſt, Matt. v. 45. 
3 The Lord does not confine temporal mercies to his 
13 children alone, but often nN them to Ord worlt 
of his enemies. | 


I ſhall fidieidie proceed to conſider theſe mer... 
cies in a two-fold ſenſe, er ae and ps 
_ ticular, 1 


' iſt. To take notice of theſe mercies in a general 
- ſenſe; that is, as they are extended in common to al] 
his creatures, the damned only excepted. For his 
mercies reach to all the objects of his care, from 
the higheſt order of beings in heaven to the loweſt 
of his creatures on earth. The Lord hath ap- 
pointed his mercies both for man and beaſt, Pſalm 
exlvii. 8, 9. ſo that whatſoever is uſeful to man- 
kind, and neceſſary for the ſupport of cattle ariſes 
from Mercy. Are herbs medicinal ? it is Mercy 
| puts 


— 


. 1 
puts that virtue into them. Is our food nutrizious, 
our dwellings convenient, and our cloathing com- 


- fortable? Does the ſun, the clouds, or the rain, in 


all their various ſeaſons, afford us their beneficent 
aſſiſtance,—in giving vegetation to the earth, by the 
diſtillation of their gentle dews through the air? 
It is Mercy that gives them theſe delightful quali- 
ties, and infuſes that virtue into every ſun-beam» 
through the cq-adjutating power of the moiſtening 
clouds, which the whole ſyſtem of univerſal na- 
ture partakes of; and, through which Mercy, men 
and an exiſt and are Is PL, xxxvi. 6. 


ol how many millions of e God feeds Be" 
cloathes every day, and eſpecially man, and man 
is the only creature out of all the millions for whom 
God provides, that dares to affront his munificent 


Creator with bis ſins. Some of you who are no % 


made ſenſible of your ſin andingratitude, muſt pro- 
claim to the honour of his holy name, that it is of 
the Lord's mercies, he has not conſumed you 
when you were enemies unto him by your wicked 
works, ; : 


Again. God does not deny to us the care of his 
kind providence, though we have denied him 
the rights of his honour, by appropriating them 
to ourſelves, He is always merciful, and always 
ready to ſupply our neceſſities from the liberal ſup- 
plies which ſpring from the ocean of his goodneſs. 


The 


| [ «> } 55 
The ingratitude of man neither ſtops his hand, nor 
impedes his liberality. Though mankind at large 
are unmindful of God, and altogether become un- 
profitable ſervants; yet he is not unmindful of 
them: and his mercies are the more to be admired, 
by how much the more they are beſtowed on the 
unworthieſt of his creatures. And it is much to be 
lamented that the more men are loaded with tem- 
poral, or general mercies, (for that is the ſubjeQ 
| we are treating on) the more they are apt to forget 
God. How many ſwim in pleaſure's limpid ſtream, 
or gorge themſelves with monſtrous wealth, —whilft 
others, who ſeem to fear the Lord, are pining out 
their lives in pinching poverty! The filk-worm 
weaves its fine ' attenuated threads, to clothe the 
back of ſome oppreſſive monſter, whilſt - thoſe 
who ſink under his frown, cannot obtain the coarſ- 
eſt covering. So the bleſſed God beſtows his ge- 
neral mercies upon thouſands now, who ere long, 
ſhall be turned into hell, with all the impenitent 
nations that forget Him, and are not obedient to 
his holy word. For while in this life, both the 
righteous and the wicked, thoſe who fear God and 
thoſe who fear him not, alike enjoy the mercies of 
his providence ; yet thoſe ſometimes who lift up 
their hands, as rebels, againſt Heaven, have the 
greateſt ſhare of them; for you may remark, that 
God does not only beſtow temporal mercies upon 
hole that are good, but often gives a larger ſhare 
| | 9 


8 23 ] | 
to thoſe that are wicked, who have ſcarce any other 
deſire than to affront him for his TO ier 


them. 


Our moſt merciful and compaſſionate Father 
makes this world, diſtreſſing as it is to many, and 
finful as it is in itſelf, a kind of paradiſe to the moſt 
ungrateful of mankind. Cain as well as Abel, and 
Eſau as well as Jacob,alike enjoyed the common in- 
fluencesof the Almighty's rain, and the exhilerating 
warmth of his ſun. He ſent the manna to all If, 
rael alike, the-rebellious as well as the obedient; _ 
and their beaſts, as well as themſelves, drank of the 
water that ſprang from the rock in the wilderneſs: 
and the earth does, to this day, yield her increaſe 
and her bleſling to rebellious Abſaloms, as well as 
to pious Davids. No one can well know God's 
people from the people of the world, by the dis 
penlations of his general mercies. The whole 
earth is therefore full of his goodneſs, and there is 
not a corner of it but partakes thereof. The migh- 
ty ocean, which runs into rivers and travels through 
the veins of the earth, ſupplies all its inhabitants 
with refreſhing ſprings. Every day gives us freſh 
proofs of God's general mercies to mankind. - The 
revolving ſeaſons and the returning harveſts all 
help to yield their various fruits, and giadden the 
hearts of his creatures. Every mouth is filled 
with ſomething, and though there are a vaſt num- 
ber of helpleſs diſtreſſed poor 1n the ſkirts and en- 

| virons 
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Ly 
virons of every metropolis, yet how rate is it to hear 
ofany of theſe being ſtarved to death! How is it that 


they are not ? We anſwer, becauſe his mercies are 
over all his works; and becauſe whatis conſumed in 


oneyearis ſupplied by the encreaſe of wares, and 
| thus it is he gives to all their r bread. | 


The preſervation of life of limbs, and of ſenſes, i is 


of the Lord ; it is he that defends us from terrors by 
night, and from the diſorders that fly about by 


cay. He ſets a hedge about us, and guards us a- 
gainſt the attacks of violence. On the whole, it is 


of the Lord's mercies that we are preſerved to the 


preſent moment, that we are out of hell, and within 
the reach of that admonition, which warns us to 
« flee from the wrath to come.” 5 


Our moſt gracious and ever-bleſſed God hath 
hitherto watched over us when we went out, and 
moſt tenderly taken care of us till we returned; and 
hath delivered us from a thouſand dangers 8. which 
we were Ignorant. 


This law which was given to Moſes, contained 


ten precepts, out of which ſix were ſor the good of 


mankind, and only four for the honour of God ; 
this ſhews us how he provided for the good and 
happineſs of man ; in the law, God ordered that 
the magiſtrate. ſhould ſee that life, reputation, and 
honour ſhould not be inyaded, that chaſtity ſhould 

not 


®. 
. 


1 25 4 * 

not be ſiained, the property of any not to be taken 
away, nor the gbod name of individuals, the bright- 
eſt gem that can belong to man as ſuch; ever to 
be violated; hor mankind ſuffered, under any pre- 
tence whatſober, even to covet or deſire what be- 
longs to their neighbours. The Lord appointed 
his law, hot only for the benefit of the Jews; but 
for the good of the whole world]; in it are rules to 
dire& mankind in that which God requires of them. 
Magiſtrates and ſubjeQts, parents and children, huſ- 
bands and wives, maſters and ſervants, rich and 
poor, high and low, may read in this law what 
they ought to do, and what the Lord requires of 
them. If the world at large did but look into and 
ſee how many mercies God appointed for its be- 
nefit in the law, which he gave to Iſrael by Moſes, 
the haughty and puifſant wretch who wears a ſplen- 
did bauble, as the inſignia of his power, and tyran- 
nizes over his fellow creatures, would ceaſe to do 
fo; princes would no longer be jealous of diſcon- 
tented ſu bjetts, and ſubjetts, having no cauſe to be 
diſcontented, would not rebel againſt their autho- 
rity; children would not rend the hearts of their 
parents by diſobedience; nor parents be imbittered 
againſt their children; maſters would not uſe ſe- 
verity with their ſervants, nor ſervants trample up- 
on the authority of their maſters. The more mean 
and low any man, in the courſe of God's provi- 
dence, or even by his own indiſcretion, was CIF- 
d cumſtanced 
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1 and ſituated in the mo the more 


tender and numerous were his ,mercies towards 
bim; ſo as when à poor ſlave, through the crue) 


ſeverity of his maſter, ran away from his ſervice, 
and gat under the wing of another, God command. 


ed that he ſhould not be delivered up to his for- 


mer maſter's fury; but that he ſhould ſtay in the 
city, and with that perſon to whom he fled for re- 


fuge. Deut. xxv. 15, 16. | 


1 


God provided likewiſe in the law for ſuch as were | 


bound to be ſervants to others, that their bondage 
ſhould not exceed ſeven years, upon pain of his 


diſpleaſure, and the withdrawing of his bleſſing, 


except the captives voluntarily chofe to continue 


in their maſter's ſervice. Deut. xv. 12—18. Though 
many nations have laws which allow maſters to do 
as they pleaſe with their ſervants and ſlaves, either 


to kill or to keep alive; yet the Lord has, in his 
law, not only provided that no injury ſhould be 

done to the lives of ſervants, but has ordered alſo 
that no injury ſhould in any reſpett be offered 


to any of their limbs, or the members of their 
body. If a raſh maſter, through malice or fury, 


lamed a limb, put out an eye, or {truck out a tooth 


of a poor ſervant, he was bound to pay that ſervant 
the price of his liberty, and to let him go and ſerve 
whom he liked afterwards. Exod. yxi. 26, 27. And 
when public juſtice was to be adminiſtered for cer- 
tain crimes, committed by certain criminals, even 


1 7 1 

to them the Lord's mercies were extended alſo, for 

in his law, he apportioned the number of laſhes 
they ſhould receive; not leaving it to the caprice. 
of man to meaſure the puniſhment of his fellow=. 
creatures, and N him as W | 
Deut. XXV. —3. | 


| „ 
* 1 * 


The Lord's mercies, in a general ſenſe, likewiſe 
have extended to make proviſion for the poor of 
the land. Our mereiful God therefore ordered e 
that the gleanings both of the field and of the vine- 
yard were to be left for them, and that if any lent 
money to them, they were forbidden to take in- 
tereſt thereon. Lev. xix. 9. 10. Exod: xxii. 25. In- 
| deed we may ſay, as the earth is full of his riches, 
ſo the law, as 1 have endeavoured: to explain it, is 
full of his mercies towards man; and that it is 
owing to theſe meroies that we and millions more, 
in a literal ſenſe, are not conſumed. Though there 
is nothing in the law to redeem loſt ſouls, God de- 
ſigning redemption to take place wholly; by Chriſt, 
through the goſpel, yet it has every thing in it which 
men want for their preſeryation, while _ ; 
through this life. | 


* 
* Y - 
—_— 


Hence it is, that God's mercies are not only 

extended to man and beaſts, but to birds and other 
things. There is not a beaſt in the foreſt, however. 
wild and ravenous ; not a bird flying in the air, 

from the foaring eagle to the chattering ſwallow:z 


not a bh in the fea, froim heads to! * ſprat, | 
but in many reſpe&s partake of the Lord's mer- 
cies, and to theſe mercies they owe their preſerya- 
tion. That the ſpecies of the creatures continue 

ſo regular, and ſo long, in all their different offices, 
What is it owing to? We anſwer, to the Lord's 
mercies. It is he opens the womb of univerſal na- 
türe, and helps her to bring forth. There is not a 
creature exiſting on the land or in the vater but is 
provided for by the Lord, Pſalm civ. 24—28, He 
has created ſprings in the uncultivated wilderneſs, | 
to water the wild beaſts and trees which yield both 
food and 'habitatiohs to the fowls and birds of the 
air. Pf. civ. 10, 12, 17. Vea, he has not only, i in 
his providence, provided food and habitations for 
them, but alſo has commanded in his law, that they 
ſhould not be abuſed my the e of man. Exod. | 
XX. io. 


So tender and extenſive are God's mercies o- 
wade the dumb animals, that he would rather put 8 
up with the ſuſpenſion of his own worſhip, than to 
ſuffer them to be expoſed to danger. The com- 
mandment for keeping the ſabbath-day, i in which he 
provided for his own. worſhip, an that day he pro- 
vided fur the beaſt of labour, and ordered that then 
it ſhould reſt ; and, when it was labouring, he or- 
dered that it ſhould not be muzzled, Deut. xxv. 4. 
Yew: bie rompaſſion exfenged '2 even ſo far, that he 

gave 
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gave! a command, that whenever any met with I 
neſt of young birds, 1 thoug he permitted the young. 
ones to be taken away, | e at the ſame time fully 
| prohibited the ſeizure o the dam ; ; for this reaſon,” 
that ſhe might not loſe the objelts of her care and” 
affeclion, together with her own liberty at once. 

Deut. xxii. 26, 27. 


The mercies of the Lord, in this general ſenſe, | 
are the more eminently great, not only in being 
diſting uiſhed to theſe creatures, but inafinuch as the 
ſame divine goodneſs reaches even to inanimate 
things alſo. But the excelleney of the ſupera- 
| bundant goodneſs of God to theſe cannot be called 
a mercy to them, abſtraftedly conſidered, becauſe 
they mult be totally unconſcious of good « or evil; 
but it is ſo called, becauſe jhrouy b them the mercy 
of God is more particularly charaQteriſtical to 
man, Concerning inanimate things, he gave a 
command, in his law, that thoſe trees which produce 
food to man and beaſt ſhould not be cut down in a 
time of war, though it might promote a conqueſt 
over an enemy. Deut. AF- 19. 


| Thus, beloved, have I endeavoured to ſhew 
you, that « the mercies of God are over all his 
wor and continue flowing, in manifold ſtreams, 
70 * creatures, from the higheſt order of beings 
in heaven, down tothe loweſt of his creatures upon 


„ „ 


1 2. 
| earth. | Oh! how great is the 3 of that 
God who. fills an eternal throne, and, paſſing the 
praiſes. of angels, dwelleth in the pureſt heaven 
and in inaccefhible light, that be ſhould ſtoop ſo 
low as to provide for the ſupport, protetli ion, and 
comfort of ſuch creatures as lie even in the duſt of 
the earth. If they could ſpeak, and could conſider 
that their exiſtence was only given to them for man's 
ſubſerviency, and that it was only for his tranſ- 
greſſion they became obnoxious to the curſe of 
the law; but, as being thereby become ſo obnox- 
ious on his account, and yet, on his account, ſtill 
preſerved ;—l ſay, under ſuch conſiderations, they 
would declare likewiſe, in the language of my text, 
«it is of the Lord's mercies we (the meaneſt rep- 
tiles of the earth) are not conſumed.” : 


— 


* 


Oh! ſirs, how great then muſt be that account 
which many perſons will be called to give at the 
bar of God, for abuſing thoſe creatures he took ſo 
much care to preſerve. Ol ye pleaſure-takers and 
beaſt-abuſers, you ſhall, by woeful experience, feel 
the truth of this remark in a future day, except you 
repent. For the blood of your beaſts, as well as 
the abuſe of your mercies, all cry to heaven toge- 
ther for vengeance on you, Rom. vii. 22. Which I 
pray God may be averted by his grace, and chat 
you may not be dare in the day of his fierce 


anger. 
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wel 


This leads me, in the * place, to ſpeak: of 
the Lord's mercies in a ſpecial "ſenſe ; that is, to 
ſhew, that by theſe ſpecial mercies the Lord's 12755 
ple are not and ſhall not be conſumed. ** 


Theſe. ſpecial mercies ; of the ro are many; A 
few of which I ſhall endeavour to take notice of at 
this time. Hence obſerve, that if any of us were 

choſen in Chriſt before the world began, it is a' ſpe- 
cial mercy ; neither ourſelves nor any other crea- 
ture had any band in this mercy, therefore it is ſpe- 
cial, and- becauſe there are but few comparatively 
that, partake of it, namely, only thoſe who are cho- 
ſen to grace in this life, and to glory in the life io 
8 5 

The apoſtles, with great warmth and gratitude, 
ſpake of this ſpecial mercy, and, indeed, none can 
ſpeak otherwiſe, when they are made truly ſenſible 
they have an intereſt in it. This is a mercy that 
ſhall neither wither nor decay; and, whatever 
events may take place in the great ſcale of univer- 
ſal providence, nothing ſhall alter or remove it; 
God, being of one mind in himſelf, this mercy muſt 
. endure for ever. The Lord's people may have 
many things to try them in this life. They may be 
very rich in the world to day, and very poor in it 
to-morrow, witneſs Job ; in good health to-day and 
in ſickneſs to-morrow, witneſs Hezekiah ; to-day 


they 


4 


132 ] 
they may be flouriſhing in trade, to-morrow res 
duced to inſolvency, without friends and without 
money, ſeeking help and finding none: and yer for 
all this they have mercies to enjoy which the world 
can neither give nor take away, 2 Tim. iv. 1617. 


1 


7 When St. Peter ſent his firff general epiſtle to 
the churches, we learn, from the account he gives 
us in the firlt chapter and the firſt, verſe, that the 

people of God were very low and diſtreffed in the 
world ; however, he calls them off from their tem- 
porary troubles, to obſerve their ſpiritual and ſpe- 
cial mercies, and particularly that of their election. 
& To the ſtrangers ſcattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Capadocia, Aſia, and Bithytia;—EleQ, 
(ſays he) according to the fore-knowledge of God 
the Father.” What comfort could theſe poor ſcat- 
tered ſouls draw from this? We anſwer, a great 
deal. Although the Lord's people are ſtrangers 
and ſcattered abroad on the earth, yet, if they look 
to the mercy of their being choſen of God the Fa- 
ther both to grace and glory, they ſhall find great 
ſupport. Are you ſtrangers, and ſcattered here 
below? Well, well, here is enough to comfort 
you, ſcattered ſaints, yet: though ſcattered and. 
. unknown here, you are well known in heaven, and 
. well ſecured in the eleQion of grace. Should you 
be deprived of houſe and home, by fire or water, 
as many now are through the late ſevere provi- 
. 5 | dence, 


! 
1 
k 


- 


tut: 


dence, by perſecutiongjpr what Bot, you than not 
be deprived of God's favour; he has choſen and. 
loved you from everlaſting; therefore he will not, 
yea, with reverence I ſpeak it, he cannot leave nor - 
forſake you, becauſe he has promiſed and om 
that he will not. Hence mark, my beloved, that 
to be. choſen of God unto lation. through the 
ſanctification of the Spirit, the belief of the truth, 


and the 5 of the blood of . Cbriſt. 3 is a 


ſpecial mercy, 


| God 3 great way in the diſplay and in the 


communication of his general mercies in the law, 
as I have ſhewn you, inaſmuch as be ſpread the 
earth under all his creatures, expanded the heavens 
over them, and made the land and water to pro- 
duce their food. He made Nature to cloathe and 


feed them with her ſuitable favours : and, to crown 


all, he made his Son, his own Son, the Son of his 
love, (I ſpeak it with the profoundeſt reverence) he 
made his Son to be, to his people, wiſdom, rights=" 
ouſneſs, ſanQification, and redemption, 1. Cor. i. 
30. Obſerve, he made the earth for the children 
of men, Pſalm cxv. 16. He made the air for the. 
flying fowls and other purpoſes ; he made the ſun, 
to light and warm the whole world in proper ſea- 
ſons; but when he came to work for the elect by 
a way of ſpecial mercy, he made his own Son to be 
every thing unto ME” Mark, he vn not a mike. 


L 


ct * FE 5 
chein! to he every thing-to his 1 Gel he made big 
Son every thing to them. And thus the Eternal Son 
1 being every way qualified t to anſwer and ſupply all” 
the neceſſities of his people, is what properly ma 
be called a ſpecial mercy. And whi EJeſus Chu 
| continues to be what he really is, and what of 
neceſlity he muſt be, to the elett, therefore i it is of. 
the Lord's ſpecial mercies (in the gift of the 122 
chat they, the elett, are not conſumed, | +; 8 
On this ground. i it 18 that. Jeſus ( Chriſt, the Eter+ 
nal Son, was made by the Eternal Father, t to his 
| people, wiſdom, 'righteouſhels, ſanQification, and = 
redemption, He is their wiſdom, to. dire them 
through all the intricate windings of a perplexing 
life, He is their righteouſneſs, to cover all their 
imperfettions ; ; their fandification, becauſe without 
that no one can ſee God; and their Juſtification, 
to cancel all the condemnation of the law, and to 
preſent them faultleſs at the throne of God for ever 
and ever. x: Her wp 


* 


As To be quickensd and called, is bs a fpe- 
cial mercy ; becauſe God's led, by nature, are 
dead in treſpaſſes and lins, Eph. ii. 1. They are 
dead to God and alive to fin till called by Aue 
grace. St. Paul was not only elefied; but caſled 
allo ; : 2; was fer 91 for God in the divine pur- 


wn arty ſe 
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poſe, bur he never knew him till called by 


| grace, Gal. i. xv. Though the Lord. appointed 


his people, by election, for himſelf, yet they are to- 


tally incapable of ſerving him, as believers (becauſe 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God) till they. 


they are quickned and called by his grace. A, 
laving call and a real converſion will then follow. 


It is grace 2 alone that removes ignorance and dark. 


neſs from the human mind, irradiates the under- 


ſtanding, and reveals all the bleſſings of a tho 


goſpel to the periſding ſoul. 


A natural fe is a ate of Fe hats pe FRA 
regenerate man is not a man dying - but dead; and 
all that can be done for, or ſaid to bim, while in 


this tate, is of no effeQ,—why ? Becauſe the mans 


dead. But when the quickening influences of the. 


Spirit, through the love and grace of the Father 
and the Son (coaleſcing and co-operating together) 


are ſhed abroad in thatſoul, it is then, and never till 


then that any change is effefted,. In vain elſe is 
all the ethics of the ſchools, the boaſts of morality, 
and the dignity of human nature; and in vain are 
all the terrors of the law, or charms of the goſpel; 
nothing but theſe divine influences can quicken 


the ſoul, and, till it is quickeped, nothing can ſave 
it. It is then the mind begins to be enlightened, 


x, 


the underſtanding yields to the evidence of truth, 


and the whole man is turned, by this divine eager : 


ence, from ſatan unto oor 


®; 


. 1 . 
The Underſtanding of God's people is karat 
"Vid 'their hearts hard, and their wills ſtubborn; 
therefore nothing but a divine power cam enligbien 
* the one, or work efficacioully on the others. To 
change a man from nature to grace, requires much 
more power than to change him from grace to glo- 
ry. Io ſee a dead filthy finner, who, by nature, 
- drinks in iniquity like water, brought to hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, and todelight in holineſs, 
ſuch things ate not only above nature,” but even 
contrary to it; and, ' conſequently, muſt be the 
genuine effects, and nothing but the effects of, the 
Lord's ſpecial mercies in calling and quickening 
any of his creatures. And therefore it follows of | 
_ courſe, thoſe whom he has thus quickened, whom 
he has brought out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
"light will be conſtrained to acknowledge, * It is 
of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed.” 


Were it not for Gelen regeneration, effeblual 
ia juſtification, ſanQification, adoption, and 

| final perſeverance, what would become of the peo- 
plwke of God? Tbe law of God, a corrupt heart, 
and a guilty conſcience, would Toon conſume 

them; but, blefſed be God, while he has appointed 
ſo many ſpecial | mereies for his people, they will 
2 always confeſs, that it is owing to theſe ſpecial mer- 

' cies that ys are not. conſumed. 
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„ Mende obſerve; Chriſt is the buſband of theeleft, 


" liv. 5. Rev. xi. g. and a Huſband who loves 


his wife will not ſuffer her to be conſumed. A, 


| father that loves his children will not ſuffer them to 
de deſtroyed. Under theſe figures the Lord Jefus 


is both a huſband and a father, Iſaiah ix. 6. and has 
all things at his command both in heaven and upon 55 


earth; therefore nothing ſhall be wanting that theſe 


can afford, to preſerve his people from being con- 
ſumed. That any of us exiſt and move in a ſpiritual 
life, is as much owing. to the Lord's mercies, in a 
ſpecial ſenſe, as our natural life is, in a general ſenſe. 
When an infant is conceived, it is an act of mercy 
to quicken it, and, when-quickened, it is an act of 


mercy to-nouriſh i it in the womb, and afterwards to 
bring it into the world; ſo that in e every ſtage, from 
our earlieſt formation to the laſt moment of our 
_ exiſtence, both our natural and ſpiritual lives are 


wholly "OY to the mercies of the Lend. 9 5 
Among 5 manifold foecial. mercies * are 


put forth by God for the preſervation and ſupport 


of his-people, I ſhall, by way of concluding this | 


head. only 1 mention the three 8. 3 


4 


bs God's | ating: mercy 3 hk is, hd 1 


| people are in the power of fin and ſatan, he deli. 


vers them bas his word and 1 and when 3 


WEE as 
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| Bit into diver e hes FRY bod 
Phyſician, heals their diſeaſes, and loves then 
freely; for, 1 am the Lord that healeth thee,” , 
: Exod; xv. 36. The Lord Jeſus is the great and 


tender Phyſician; and if any of js are delivered 


from ſpiritual ſickneſs 10 health, it is owing to his 


delivering mercy. Had it not been for this we. 
| mult have been conſumed long ago ; therefore, it Ek 


k owing to his delivering etna that ve are * 
ne. 97 | N W 
N + Os "1 TN 

6 God's previentatize mercy , chat is the mers 
ey by which he keeps his people from the evil 1 
2 the love of ſin, and the praQice Kü, The 
God of my mercy (ſays the Plalmiſt) ſhall prevent 
me, PL. lix. 10. *.Let thy tender meicies (ſays. 
he, in another plate) ſpeedily prevent me.“ The 
eternal God prevents bis people in ten thouſand in- 


* ances, with the bleſſings or the metcies. of his 
"goodneſs. They are not few but many, and, like 


ny come-in hos ah ; therefore, it is Rp 1 _ : 


5 God $ 9 werny: This Sy is very ex- 
tenſive indeed. Though his people have in many 
inſtances provoked him witli their rebellion, ingra- 
titude and. unbelief, yet he ſpares them, as a father 


ſpareth an uſeful and dear ſon, Mal. iii. 17. That 


ſuch a rebellious people ate not conſumed muſt only 


f 
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5. hen ſome of the angels ſinned he ſpared 
ng not; when the old world finned he ſpared. 
it not; when the inhabitants of Sodom and Go= 


morrah ſinned he ſpared | them not; when the Jews | 
ſinned againſt his mercy, 10 a certain degree, he 


| ſpared them not, 1 'Lhef. ii. 1 14—16. and, when 
his own dear Son ſtood in the law-place of his peo- 

ple, he ſpared him not neither, Rom. viii. 32. but, 
with aſtoniſhment it may be obſexved, he ſpares 


"3 his people, ſpares them from wrath, condemnation, 


and death; and follows them throu gk life with num. 
berleſs mercies, though they continue to fin againſt 
him, may be ſeen in Iſa. xlij. 22—25. * But 
; thou haſt not called upon me, 0 Jacob! but thou 
haft been weary of me, O Ifrael! Thou haſt not 
brought me the ſmall cattle of thy burnt offerings, 
neither haſt thou honoured me with thy ſacrifices, 
I have not cauſed thee to ſerve- with an offering 


nor wearied thee with incenſe. Thou haſt bought 


me no ſweet cane with money, neither haſt thou 
| filled me with the fat of ſacrifices : but thou haft 
made me to ſerve with thy ſins, thou baſt wearied | 


me with thine iniquities.” Theſe charges are of a 


very aggravating nature againſt Jacob and Iſrael, 
and none but a God of unbounded mercies could 
have borne with them ; but at ver. 21, the Lord 


fays, « that he had formed this people for himſelf,” £ 


to the end that they might ſhew forth his praiſe ; 
12 27 tl! ts „ 3 5 . bat 
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8 but they aAed quite the contrary, as the following | 
verſes ſhew: They neglefted to call upon God in 
prayer, though they were the ſeed of. praying, Ja- 
cob and prevailing Iſrael; they, grew, weary, of 
theix religion and their God. © Thou .haft been, 


weary of me, O Iſrael, ” ſays the Lord. Thus thoſe 5 12 


Wh who neglet the hoſe and ſervice of God, do in, . 
| effe} declare, that they are weary of Tam, But 


this is not all, they grudged the expence of their ſa. 25 | 


erifives, which the Lord had commanded for his. 
alter and ſeryice, and they made him to ſerve with. 
their fins; yea, they varied him . i ini- 


e F "2 6-10 E 


When any of us make uſe of Fl mercies of the 
ord and his kind providences to feed our luſts, 


then, like Iſrael, we make the Lord to ſerve with "M4 


our ſins, and thus weary him with our iniquities. 

1faiah vii. 13. Vea, it grieves him. Pf. xxxv. 10, 
"os itis a burden upon him, Amos ii. 13. and, if 

fo, will not the Lord eaſe himſelf; vill he not fling. 
away this ſinful Iſrael ? Oh, no! his ſparing mer- 
ey riſes in his boſom towards them; it ſwells above 
all their ingratitude, and drowns all their fans ; for. 
thus he ſpeaks unto them i in the 25th verſe, © I, g 
eyen I am he that blotteth out thy e 
for mine own fake, and will not remember thy ſins. 
mg how gracious, and yet how very ſtrangely doth 

the 11 80 mercies of the Lord come in here, in 


the 


8 | IT. *1 J Wt, 
dhe pardonng of lets ranlprſipmn and: heir 
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| beak againſt Iſrael, expteſſed inthe context, ong N 


would have readily conoluded, that the Lard would 


haveaddreſſed them in the following manner. Now 
eee thou haſt made meto ſer ve. withthy ſins, and | 
| haſt wearied me with thine iniquities; I, even lambs - 
that will have ho more to do with thee: ; nom I, even 
I am he that will judge thee, and avenge my ſelf upon 


thee ; now I, even I am he that will enter into judg · | 


ment ith thee, and deſtroy thee for thy fins,” But 


ſtrange to toll jt, this was not the caſe, though Iſrael 


deſerved ii. No, no, ſparing merey winmphs oven = 


all, andthe Lord's character auſwers to his name; 
Exod; xxxili. 19. Hence ſpecial and diſeriminats 
ing merey following his people in rich abunds 
anee for ever, which neither fire nor watery ſin not 
ſatan, 4 principalities nor powers, nor any other 


orcature,” can take away from them; — while thoſe, 


who deſpiſe his law and trample upon his goodneſs, 
cy be e with e 12 
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| This leads to tha: ſecoud general 3 8 
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1 The (mt 1 ar 8 in a er 
| ſenſe, bignifies a perſon who poſſeſſes a right 
to govern-and rule that which he' hath; ſuch as a 
prince, à prophet, a maſter, or one'Wha'is an hull 
= band or head of a family, Gen. xvii. 18. 1 Kings 
viii. J. John xv. 15, The word Lord, When 
printed in capital letters in the ſcriptures meals Je- 
hovah, that is' Father, Son, ahd'Holy Ghoſt, one ii 
nature but three in perſons, ſelf. exiſtent aud eter- 
nal. In ſeripture inſeriptions, the word Lord is 
often joined with other words, as Jehovah-jire, the | 
Lord will. provide; Jehovah-nifi, the Lord 1% w 
banner; Jehovab-Shalom, the Lord will perfect 
or ſend peace; Jebovab-ſhamma, the Lord is there. 
Jeſus Chriſt, firs, is called in ſeripture very often 
| Lord, and not only Lord, but Lord of Hoſts, 
Lord of Lords, Lord of Glory, and Lord of All, 
Pf. Aix, 40, Rev. xix. 16. Abts x. 36. This Lord 
upholds the whole creation in ita place by the word. 
of his power; and, by this providence, he . or 
all other . and Fra on the kao F 


The Lud then from has \ al our mercies {You 5 
is Jeſus Chriſt, he is really Jehovah, and of the ſame | 
efſence with the Father and the Holy Spirit. He 
is not only conſimilar to the other two divine per- 
ſons, but conſubſtantial with them ; that 1 is, EY 18 not 
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eſſence, the very ſame; the one differing from che 


other only in perſon and not in nature: For. 
there are three (ſays St. John) that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the, Word, andthe Holy Ghoſtz- 


and theſe three are one,” 1 John v.7. one in eſſence, 


one in will, one in intereſt, one in every divine 
and incomprebenſible eee gg but deen | 


dine N ſtill. e e 


1 


ohly like the Father and the Holy Cheſt; but i is, 11 5 | 


2 


The RY” Tre in my text e means 
Chriſt as to perſqn, but in his eſſence God: and, 
indeed, if Chriſt is not God, all the ſacred tenets 


of religion are only the fabrications of prieſteraſtz ' 


che goſpel is a cunning deviſed fable, and the faith- 
"4 believing Chriſtians, nothing. ſhort of enthuſi-; 


aſtic madneſs, the effeQs of a diſordered mind, and 


the chimeras of a roving fancy : but, if he is God, 
(which it is blaſphemy to doubt) the religion of 


Chriſt, and the faith of his goſpel, will ſtand un- 
moved, and be finally triumphant over every op- 
polition of ſin, latan and the world, S | 


ever. 


" * . 


- Deloyed, there is jt this Chriſt, who is our Je- 
hovah-tidſkenu, i. e. the Lord our righteouſneſ#, a 
fulneſs of merit for our juſtification, a fulneſs of 
grace for our ſanQification, a fulneſs of wiſdom fot 
our direction, and a fulneſa of ſpecial mercies to 
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+ Tecegur' and relieve” us in every time of. and 
Moreover, this fulneſs which is in our dear Lord 
Ohriſt, as Dr. Owen often ſliles him, is an otigi- 
wo independent fulneſs, and as infinite as inde-" 
_ pendent, and as inexhauſtible ag I But this 
is Hot the ſulneſs of the godhead, whi 5 
 "nicable; ſueh as infinity, omnipoteaite; o 
cSmnipreſence, immutability and independence. 
Theſe neceſſarily exiſt in him k but J ſpeak: now 
ol his communicative fulneſs, which he difribures 
te his people; ſuch as his grace, his juſtifying 
nnr his forgiveneſs of fin, adoption, ſanc- 
tification, &c. Ge. all of which are immediately 
neceſſary for the carrying on the good work in his 
people. Hence then it is, that from jeſus Chriſt, 
all theſe ſpeeial mereies flow to us; and to bim, 
and from _— N wee MO ee not 
- v at Fe f 
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ae e you oh decdel mereies are, 
and the-ſpring from whence they flow, ſhall cloſe 
this part of _ e with LIP two. Ss 
"ws of | | | bY. Fa 


--xſt;'You who know and enjoy thefe ſpecial mer- 
cieFoughtto be very thankful ; and ceaſeleſs praiſes 
ſhould flow from your hearts to that u Ro 
deemer g * Jp receive Ts," | 
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3 45 ee incumbered on hw 
therefore, that you be very careſul how. you uſe 


 theſe' ſpecial, mercies ; as they ſhould tend to 
make you very 
ne een among men. What ſad; Heze- 
kiah, under this conſideration? - Why, ſays he, 


circumſpect in your. life, walk, 


J ſhall go ſoftly. now, for thou — 


| foul delivered it ſrom the pit of deſirutiion : 
I will now, (as if he had ſaid) walk. with care rar | 


diligence to the honour. of God, who has added 


filteen years to my life ; and. in Jove-to-my-ſayl, 
has caſt all my fins behind his hack. So far He- 
zekiah had a right view of ſpecial mercies, and in: 
tended right, but he came very ſhort in perſorm- 
ing; for, we read, 2 Chron. xxxii. 23, © that he. 


rendered not again according to the benefu dane: 
unto him, for his heart was lifted up. Ol Lord, 
ever keep us humble, under a ſenſe of th _ 


cial mercies, and give us en weren _ 
| Nee ur, de U T eln bn n. 
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Tbis lead mie tothe third genaral hawk 1 


io ſhew you, that God's people ever have, now 
do, and ever will acknowledge and confeſs, that it 


is owing to the Lord's ſpecial mercies that they 


were not, e - eee eee. 
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. bleſſed N OR muck in- 12 
creaſe; both in children and cattle, while he ſerved * 
Laban," and when he had brought him out of his 
_ ſervice, and ſent him towards his own country with. © 
o = two-bands; hear, beloved, how the pious and prays 
_ ing patriarch. acknowledged: his ſucceſs, and 40; 
what he aſcribes it. Thus he ſpake of it, when be 
ſtood in that trying ſnuation between the frowns of 
| Laban, and the rage of Eſau, Gen. xxxii.40, 5/1: 
am not · worthy of che leaſt of the mercies, and of all 
he truth which thou haſbſhewed unto thy ſervant.; 
ſeor with my ſtaff I, paſſed over this Jordan, and 
now:I'am become to bands“ That Jacob had 
been preſerved, fed; eloathed, &c. for ſo many 
Fears in a ſtrange land, far from friends an home, 
and that he went out ſingle and poor, but now re: 
turns with two wives, and is greatly eee 
Vvealth; to whom does he attribute all this? Does 
he attribute it to his own care, perſeverance in bu- 
ſineſs, and his ſubtly in che accumulation of riehes? 
Oh, no! but declares that all he poſſeſſed were of 
the Lord's mercies, and looks on ING me 
moſt Oy of his: Creatures, WEN 
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"Min. When Moſes fs "a children af: I frac 
vere refleQing on their marvellous paſſage through 
the Red Sea, they celebrated their great deliveret 
in their ſong, for his preſervation of them and their 
fathers, 8 8 XV. 2. wad, as having 8 bis 
un- 


1 * 5 „ 
" ti, power- in the drowning of theix.ene- 
2 n a en fear and terror tor. All pow Ti 
| - ad ? eee 3 ahis: fond: "0 : 

for the -princjpal-theme -was: Wee TE 
and praiſe at their qu deliverance and preſerva- 
tion, namely, the mereies of che Lord, Eaad. w. | 
13. Thou in thy mercies (ſays Moſes), haſt led 
forth the people, &. Their being brought out 
aof Egypt, cheir being preſeryed through the Red 
Sea, were wholly owing to the mereies of the - Ini 
en 0 — oy ee 

Wen hy pant Soqaus},patizpatcd 3 
1 re-eſtabliſhed the true worſhip-of God n jIf 
rael, gathering themſelves together to; Mizpeh, the 


Wienern hearing af i it, eren themſelves rage. £: : 


—_ Iſrael laid 10 — Oraſrojns Ger unto 

the Lad our God for us, that he will ſave us out / 
of the hand of the philiſtines. And Samuel took a 
ſucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offerigg 
wholly unto the Lord, and Samuel cried unto the 


Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord heard him. And as 


Samuel vas offering up the hurnt offering, the phi- 
| Jjſiines drew near to battle againſt- Iſrael ; but the 
Lord thundered with a great thunder on hat day. 


upon the philiſtines, and-diſcomfited: them ; and 
- they were ſmiuen before Iſfael.“ Mark, “ then, 


1 5 2A 
WE 


| 1 Mizpeh and 
Shen, and eaned the name of it Ebemezer, ſaying 
hitherts bath the Lord delivered or helped us. 
So that it Hows in this and in all other eaſes; that 
al et eee een et | 
ſpiritual Iſrael," were always acknowledged to bs 

| ovingtothe Lord's mercies towards them, Sam! 


4 wa 
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© Queideſog brought at firſt to the knowledge of 


our lalvation ſrom ſin and death, is owing to the 
Lord's ſpeeial mereies towards us; and his people 
have ever acknowledged it to be ſo. When St. 
Paul once took a ſurvey of his ſtate, both before 
and after his converſion : while in the firft, he ſays} 
Whatſoever things T. did then, I did i ignorantly ; 
and, in the latter, he attributes all, with gratitude and 
|_| praiſe, to the merries of God; acknowledging that, 
{ ._ ' wicked'and abominable as he had been, all wasow- 
int to God's merey, 1 Tim. i. 19; and his after 
diligence and faithfulneſs teſtifed the fame; 1 _ | 
vii. 25 and whenever the happy time ſhall /ars \"._ 
rive, chat all the redeemed of the Lord ſhalt meet 
around the throne, then one eternal ſong of àc- 
knowledgment and praiſe, ſhall burſt from every 
hehrt; and this ſhall be the chorus. To Him 
who hath "ſaved us, and waſhed us in his own - 
Blood; be glory and honour, and praiſe for ever 
& es: a ad {ery eto when "we. 
LEG _ were 


b 


were wallowing in our blood, like 2 nn n- 
fant caſt into the open field, not having any to 
pity Us, or dhve cen e Und en eee | 
' paſſed by us, and ſaid unto us, Live] yea, when 
| ve were in out blood, he ſaid unto us, Live!“ Ezek.” 
xvi 6. Now; that we ate ſaved from innumerable 
| ſnares, dangers, temptations and evils, to which we 
We were expoſed in this pilgrim ſtate ; that we are de- 
. Hvered from bondage, and brought into the glori- 
ous liberty of the ſons of God; that we have a 
peaceful and eternal manſion in the New Jeruſalem 4 
above; that our names are written in the Lamb's | 
book of Life; and that we ſhall ſhortly join with the 
. afſembly of che firſt-born,—when there will be no 
more croſs, no more forrow, and ho more enemies 
to encounter and diſtreſs us, and no more death; — 
then ſhall we join the heavenly anthem of aſeribing 
ſweet” Hallelujahs to God and to the Lamb for 
ever. For what? For all the ſpecial mercies,* - -,_ 
whichwe ſhall eternally acknowledge have been be. 
ſtowed upon us, and bots we are 19285 and bran WE 
1 be conſumed.” 


5a _ deten I Kita told you what ri in- 

tended from theſe words; ſhall therefore conclude, 

by calling upon you, the dear people of God, and 

all the thouſands that are within the reach of my 
voice, in this open field, - to ſhew your charity, to 

run out in extenſive ſtreams, for the relief and 
. 7 ſuecour 
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 ſuccour of the poor ſufferers, wha, by the hun- 
dreds, this day have neither home, food, nor aa 
2 ing, but wher your um wil eſtoy fem: 


01 hay, melaeboly and. difirefling „ ven be 
ſenme,.. on Wedneſday lag (che 23d of July, 1294) 
when thoſe who thought themſelves wealthy in their 
e polleſſions, were je to leave it to the 
conſuming fire! The agec the helpleſs, : and the 
ſick, tumbled out of their habijationg, and. forced 155 
410 eſcape for their lives, with all their diſeaſes and 
infirmities about them, into the open fields, Where 
nothing. could be met wich but ſcreams, and groans, 
a and bitter lamentations, mingled with ſulphureous 
| ſmoke and. lench,—children, loſing their Parents, | 
parents lofing their children i women +: 1ying-in, 
carried out, with their weak and helpleſs infants, 
ſome of them dead, and | others dying in their arms, 
occaſioned by the fright ! LO! firs, I only i injure the 
ſubjeft when I attempt to depitt its calamities, or 
to preſent to your imaginations the ſwalleſt traits 
of the agony and horror, confuſion and diſtreſs, 
ſuch a ſcene mult occaſion,—when not only their 
habitations and properties, whether little or much, | 
were in flames before them, but when their own 
perſons, both high and low, rich and poor, aged 
and young, were in danger of being conſumed by 
the my which burnt for ſome time with, ſuch ir- 


BE | zeſiſtible 
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e e ieee God cold nwpu_ | 


Wor! to it! 11396" 
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Ol firs, you who reſt ae in your habitations, 


: and enjoy all the comſorts that your: propertics and 


your families can afford, who cannot be affected 


by this awful event, encept in your feelings for thoſe 


who are; I now call upon you to he that hütna- 
nity” which is the prompfitude of religion, and 

not to with-bold your hands on this qccaſton,'eſpe- 
cially when you look round on the objefts in this 
gloomy neighhourhood that are now before you. — 


Vou ho arg well eloathed and fed'ts-day/unkniow-. 


ing ie events of che morrow, 'O! conlider* thoſe 


in yender field! 'whoſe aching hearts, having large 


famile s, fick; naked, hungry, ly ing e on ſtraw, and 


nothing to cover thein but 110 your' Hbetality 


may afford; I ſay, conſider theſe, and let yorfr Bow 
els of compaſſion moye | tres them, KS I | 


Are there any of the cloſe-fiſted, of the marble- 
hearted before me? I pray God you may be led 
to know, that all you poſſeſs is only lent you, and 
that it is wing to God's goodneſs it has not been 
-confumed ; that he may open your hearts and 
your hands, and enable you to feel for the diſtreſ- 
ſes of theſe people, maſmuch as you muſt know, 
that it was nothing but mercy you from being 
in their ſituation. 


Come 


% 
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: | 
Comp) fire. 3 out your 9 arid give 
cheerfully ; ; let the plates be witneſſes - to your 
bounty; ; let the ſun that now ſhines upon you, bear 
a teſtimony in your behalf; And, you who profeſs 
the religion of Chriſt, O! be liberal; and, accord- 
ing to your abilities, give freely to the ſupport and 
relief of theſe objects now before you; as many 
ol them have neither friends not habitations, 1 again 
en eee oth entreat e to e N 


CIO beloved, 1 ſhall dd no more. kl | 


God pity the diſtreſſed, and bleſs. and preſerve 
vou; make you uſeful and liberal while you live, 
and, when you die, receive you to his glory. Now 
to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be aſ- 


eribed uM 8 and glory for ever and ever. 


Amen. | F by” "49 MO Et: .. 2 | 
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A DISCOURSE, &. 


ON THE NATURE OF SIN. 
Marr. 1. and laſt Clauſe of the 21 Verſe, 
FOR HE SHALL SAVII AIs PEOPLE FROM THEIR 


aan 5 


THIS chapter, from which my text is taken, 
gives us an account of the genealogy of Chriſt : 
of his incarnation, name, birth, and buſineſs in this 


preſent world, namely, to fave his people from 


their ſins.” Glory be to God for this Jeſus! 
* who made himſelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs (or habit) of men; and being found in 
faſhion as a man, yea, in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, and for ſin, (that is, by becoming himſelf a 
ſacrifice for the fins of his ele@t) he condemned 
their ſins in his fleſh.” This is good news in- 
deed. May the Holy Spirit give it room in all 
our hearts; and may he make us very thankful. 
! | B bo for 
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TE 
for a full and free ſalvation from fin and all its 


_ direful effects, through the ſufferings. and death of 
our dear and moſt bleſſed Redeemer. 


Though Arians and Socinians treat this way of 
ſalvation with indignity, a time will come, when 
every one that is convinced of fin ſhall confeſs, 


D that there is no way to be ſaved from it but by 
the blood of the croſs. 


In the words of the text, two things demand our 
moſt nos Attention, viz. 


1. That which Jeſus Chriſt ſaves his * from, 
5 their ſins ;—and, 


ZN 


IT. That, to ſave from ſin, i is the work of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? 


Fla the firſt place, ſhall endeavour to ſpeak a 
little of that which Chriſt ſaves his people from. 
« For he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins.” 
Mark, my beloved, it is ſin that the Son of God 
came to fave his people from. His people are, 


by nature, ſinners, and equally loſt in themſelves 
with the reſt of mankind, Eph. ii. 1—g. 


The word ins in this text is of a very exten- 
. five meaning indeed. It is comprehenſive and 
ſignificant of that kind of rebellion and enmity 


which 


- Ta Þ 


which influences and Coda the heart or ſoul of 
every ſinner, not only to rebel againſt the law of 
God, as the rule of his rs; pc cog it 3 him 
Ju at the very __ thereof, | 


This word fins, in 1 my text, ineludes all waged. 
lineſs, tranſgreſſions, treſpaſſes, iniquities, wicked- 
neſs, covetouſneſs, pride, malice, revenge, and 
unbelief. To be honeſt with you 'in this matter, 
firs, fin is the moſt virulent thing that ever ex- 
iſted ; it is the enemy of God, and the curſe of the 
creation; it is a moſt injurious bar in the way 
of preſent and future happineſs, and an open road 
to preſent and future miſery ; it is an * eclipſe, 
which hides God from the foul, and an ignis fatu- 
us, or falſe light, that leads its followers into all 
the 2 a of wretchedneſs and Wa 1 


The very foundation of all ſin is unbelief and 
diſobedience. From thence fins of commiſſion and 
omiſſion ariſe, In ſins of commiſſian, the finner 
ſets up ſomething or other in the place of God, 
and does that, with all his heart, which he is s for- 
bidden to do in the written word ;—but, in fins of 
omiſſion, he diſowns the Lord, and leaves that un- 
done, which xz commands him to do. Thus, in 
both caſes, the nature and exiſtence of fin is the 
ſame, nate its operations in both are different, 

e 9 5 becauſe 
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* * Mi diſhonour God. and ruin the 
. | RY ' 


0 « The ſoul __ God i it ſhall die;“ whether i it 


inneth in this form or in that; any form or every 
form of ſinning bringeth forth: nothing in the end 


but ſorrow, diſappointment, and death. Sin takes 
off the fear of God from the finner, and then he 
is capable of doing any ching either againſt God 


or man. It was Pharach's delight to opprefs 


Ifrael, while they abode with him in Egypt. But, 
why ?—becauſe he knew not, therefore he feared 
not, the Lord. Where the fear of God is not, fin 
is at home, and it commands the ſoul to give obe- 
dience and ſervice, to none but itſelf, Abra- 
ham, when in Gerah, ſaw that himſelf and his 
wife were in great perils; himſelf in being mur- 
dered, and his wife in being defiled ; and the rea- 
ſon: he aſſigns for it is, that © the fear of Comes 
not in that W Gen. xx. 11. 


. then; | in its ＋ = nature and operations, is 
fo oppoſite to God, that no creature whatever, not 
even the eletiGemſelves, ſhall come where he is, 
being guilty of it, but through the blood and ſuf- 


ferings of his co-equal and co-eternal Son.— It is, 


in its nature, worſe than the devil, yea, it is worſe 
than hell itſelf; for, the devil and hell are terms 
which were not known nor heard of beſore the ex- 
iſtence 
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iſtence of ſin; and God was never difplealedand.- 


angry with. any of his creatures but on account. of 
this monſter; it is this and this alone has rouſed 
him into wrath, yea, it, has irritated aud provoked 
him to that degree of diſpleaſure and anger againſt 
them, that when be found his own Son in the law- 


plate of his people he ſpared. him not, but de- 
livered him up for them all;“ and; without. the 
| leaſt abatement, made him to ſuffer in their lead; 


and fo great were his ſufferings while on the, croſs, 
that he cried out, wich à loud voice, Eli, Eli, 
Lama, Sabachthani!“ that is My God!] my God! 
mo haſt thou forſaken me? | 
The exibants, py" Go ry its entrance into any 
of God's creatures, is a very deep and, in my opiy 


nion, an inexplicable myſtery: ſo that neither divines 


nor philoſophers have been able to give a full and 
ſatisfactory account of this matter; notwithſtand- 
ing there are indiſputable proofs of it exiſting, 
But, if you aſk where it firſt exiſted, and in whom 
the curſed monſter did firſt appear? I anſwer, it 


exiſted in heaven, and wrought pride and diſobe- 


dience in a certain number of angels, who, in that 
inſtant became enemies to their Creator, ſubmit- 
ting themſelves not to his government ; and, for 
ſo doing, © they are reſerved in everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great 
*. Judg. v. 6. 


It 


_ 


11 

It was fin that drove theſe ſpirits to this help- 
leſs and hopeleſs ſtate. The enjoyment of God 
was not taken from them by any fraud or violence, 
no; but it was their own voluntary a&—to leave 
their firſt eſtate : and now, while power, truth, 
juſtice, and holineſs exiſt in God, ſo long ſhall | 
theſe hopeleſs revolters be puniſked for their "fin. 
The door is ſo ſhut, and the gulf is ſo fixed, that 
they cannot enter, they cannot paſs into any de- 
gree of happineſs any more for ever. Their tor- 
ment is now very great, but it will be much greater 
at, and after, the Judgment of the great day. 


Farther ; if you alk, how came this mouſter i in- 
to our world, and how came the whole human race 
to be contaminated with it? I anſwer, in the 
words of St. Paul, Wherefore, as by one man 
fin (mark, — fin) entered into the world, and death 
by fin ; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all have ſinned.” Rom. v. 12. Here you have a 
full anfwer to the queſtion. But who was this one 

man? The apoſtle tells you who he was at the 
14th verſe. This one man was made upright by his 
Creator, Eccleſ. vii. 29; and while he continued 
upright, he was the darling of Heaven, the admiration 
of angels, and the envy of devils. But alas ! this 
one man, this upright man, though he was placed in 
honour, he abode not long in it, Pſalm xlix. 12, 
for he ſoon received and ate of the forbidden fruit, 


Gen, 
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Gen. iii. 17, and, in ſo doing, opened a door with 
his own hands, through which ſin and death enter- 
ed into the world, and © death immediately paſſed 


upon us all,” becauſe all of us finned in the firſt 
man. | 


The apoſtle, in the 1 Cor. xv. 45, draws a pa- 
rallel between Adam the firſt man and Chriſt, in 
order to ſhew us, that theſe were the only roots 
from whence the natural and ſpiritual branches re- 
ceive life. Hence it appears very clear, that A- 
dam is the man who brought fin into the world, 
and conveyed it to all his poſterity. So Chriſt is 
the root of all grace, and he, by his word and ſpi- 
rit, conveys it to all his people. As the fin of the 
firſt Adam abounded to defile, and to condemn, the 
cle& people of God, ſo the grace of che ſecond 

Adam much more abounded in their juſtification: 
and ſanAification ; for, to this very end did Chriſt ' 
come into this world, namely, to ſave his people, 
who fell in the firſt Adam into ſin, that he, the ſe- 

cond Adam, might ſave them from their ſin. 


St. Paul, in the three firſt chapters of his epiſtle 
to the Romans, ſo demonſtratively proves this 
point, that all the degenerate ſons of the firſt Adam, 
among whom may be claſſed the faſhionable phi- 
loſophers of the preſent day, viz. Arians, Socini- 
ans, Sabellians, Arminians, and the contemners of” 


: all 


ES! 
afl truth, muſt for ever hold 'their peace, —and the 
whole world become guilty before God, chap. 
in. +9. 80 that all of us are defiled with the 
fin of che firſt Adam: the unborn thfant is guilty, 
in Adam of Adam's guilt ; if not, what does St. 
Paul mean by theſe words, « Nevertheleſs, death 
reigned from Adam to Moſes, even over them 
that had not ſinned after the fimilitude of Adam's 


tranſgreſſion, who! is the aha. and 'of bim that was 0 
cone I ; 


In theſe words, St. Paul Ty of a mighty mo- 
narch, and of a moſt extenfive monarchy, &© ne. 
vertheleſs, death reigned from Adam to Moſes.” 
Death is the monarch, and he ſpares none ; ; the 
aged and the infant are both alike to him. Mil- 
lions and millions, who fin' not after the ſimi⸗ 
litude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, that i Is, who have 
not practically finned as he did, yet Death finds 


them out, both in the womb and in the arms of 
their mothers. . 


Now, let gat mournful and diſconſolate pa- 
rents aſk this king of terrors ,—by what authority 
doſt thou reign over our dear and helpleſs babes? 
Why doſt thou cut theſe down with thy irreſiſti-. 
ble ſythe?—He will anfwer them thus; I have a 
9 reign even over theſe, becauſe all have ſinned. g 

Napy, (you reply) theſe have not ** com- 
N mitted 
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(ata any one fin whatever. True,(ſays Death) 
they have not tranſgreſſed after.the ſimilitude of 


Adam's tranigreſſion, but his guilt was imputed unto 
them; they were in his loins when he ſinned, there - 
fore they are in my dominion, and none can eſcape 
from my ſword—“ for, all have ſinned and come 
ſhort of the glory of God.“ 


HOY there muſt be alſo a 1 We againſt which 
Adam, as a public perſon, tranſgreſſed, becauſe 
« where no law is (ſays St. Paul) there is no tranſ- 
greſſion.” Rom. iv. x5. And where no tranſ- 
greſſion is there is no death. For, death comes to 


no perſon but to him that finneth, and fin is no 


more than a tranſgre ſſion of the law, 1. John 


iii. 4. Now obſerve, God gave a law to Adam to 


keep and walk by, and this law was holy, juſt and 


good; and Adam was not to keep it for himſelf 


alone, but for all his deſcendants likewiſe ; ſo that 


when he ate of the forbidden fruit he tranſgreſ- . 
ſed againſt it and fell, and all mankind fell in 


\ 
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him, for they were all in his loins then, even as 


much as the Levites were in the loins of Abraham 
when he gave the tenth part of his ſpoils to the 
prieſt of the Moſt High God. Heb. vii. 9, 10. 


Thus you ſee how fin and death got into the 
vere: n rough: Adam's firſt tranſgreſſion. 
C N Thus 


te) 
Thus Adam fell, and, at his fall, 
Death, like à conqueror, feiz'd us all; 
A thouſand new- horn babes are dead, 
By fatal union with their head. 
Death was the threat ning, death 3 — 
To take poſſeſſion of the man; 
His unborn race receiv'd the wound, 
And heavy curſes ſmote the ground.” 


* 


Again, the whole human race are not only 
guilty of ſin, but are defiled in body and ſoul with 
it.“ The whole head is ſick, and the whole heart 
is faint, and therefore throughout corrupted and 
depraved. This loathſome diſeaſe reacheth to all the 
faculties of the ſoul, to all the members of the 
body, and to all the duties of rehgion; every 
thought and every action of ſinners is defiled - 
_ therewith; it blends with all they do in ſuch a 
manner, that not any thing but grace and the 
blood of Chriſt can ſave and ſeparate them from 
it, and its moſt ruinous effefts, 


'" You muſt obſerve, fin does not only defite ſin- 
ners, but it deceives them” likewiſe. The apol- 
tle, in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. iii. 13, 
warned them againſt the deceitfulneſs of it; “ but 
exhort one another daily, while it is called to-day, 
leſt any of you be hardened through the decertful- 
ne /s of ſin.“ Sin, like [I kiſſes and betrays ; 

like 


„ 
like. Joab;iipeaks friendly, but esst 
at che ſame time; and, like Solomon's ſtrange wo- 
man, promiſes oil and honey to all it's followers, 
but, in the end, they find them more bitter than 
the wormwood, and ee, een, two- 
edged 11 e x 


'Sin deceive all Gnners three ways: 


iſt, It deceives them Ae eta Thus 
it deceived our firſt parents in paradiſe. - And 
he (Satan) ſaid unto the woman, Yea, hath God 
ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
—And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, We-may 
eat of the trees of the garden; but of the frujt- of 
the tree which is in the midſt of the garden, God 
hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye 
touch it, leſt ye die.—And the ſerpent ſaid unto 
che woman, Ye ſhall not ſurely die: for God dot 
know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be as gods.“ 
Obſerve, by this promiſe, he deceived them, “ and 
ye ſhall be as gods, knowing ow: OWE Gen. 
ii. 1—4. 


Here are two ſure promiſes made to the woman 
and her huſband: 1|, “ Ye ſhall not die.“ ad, 
«.Ye ſhall be as gods. „ The devil did not pro- 
670 to them carnal pleaſures, but intellectual de- 
E nn 


1 * 
lights and mental improvements, in theſe promiſes, 
« Your eyes (ſays he) ſhall be opened, and ye 
ſhall be as gods, knowing good and evil.“ That 
is, as if be had ſaid, you ſhall have much more of 5 
the power and pleaſure of contemplation than now 


you have; your knowledge of every thing ſhall 
be far more extenſive than it is at preſent; 


Eat, it; eat it, and you ſhall be as gods; you 
ſhall not only be omniſcient but omnipotent too, 


yes, you ſhall be as ſovereigns, you ſhall; be as 


gods, equal to them, rivals with them, and de- 
pendent upon none but yourſelves.“ But, alas! 


alas! theſe promiſes of improvements and intel- 


leual gratifications, ſoon ended in {ad diſappoint- 


ment, ſorrow, pain, ſhame, fear, diſgrace, and 


death. Sin and Satan, like Abſalom, ſtand in the 
way of the gate, and they ſay to every one that 


paſſeth by,. Caſt in your lot with us, and let us have 


but one purſe, for we ſhall find precious ſubſtance, 
and our houſe ſhall be filled with rich ſpoils.” 


Thus are the ſimple and all the ungodly allureg 
into ruin and damnation, if Chriſt prevent them 
not by his grace. None can be ſaved from the 
guilt, defilement, and deceitfulneſs of fin, but by 
Chriſt jeſus alone. His name is the only name 
under heaven by which a poor. ſinner can be ſav- 


ed: he, and he alone, * came to ſave his people 


from their lins,” 
2. Sin 


1 as 7 
2. Sin deceives mankind by a vent es tuhs- 


pineſs, in the enjoyment of thoſe things which are 
n to nun IS 


When Hahab e Naboth's wha * 
chought of nothing ſhort of pleaſure and delight 
in poſſeſſing it; but herein he was greatly deceiv- 
ed; for, as ſoon as he had got poſſeſſion of it, 
all bis flattering © views of enjoyment termi- 
nated in his diſgrace, ruin, and death. So like- 
wiſe Cain, all the while that Abel lived near 
him was very unhappy; at laſt. Satan put it 
into his mind to murder him: Well, and what 
then. Oh, thought he, I ſhall be very happy if 
Abel were but out of my way! therefore he flew 
him, Now, thinks he, the day is mine, and I will \ 
enjoy the pleaſure of it; but, behold ! all his 
golden proſpetts of continued delights were ſoon 
changed (when God called him to an account for 
the blood of his brother) into horror and deſpair. 
Gen. 1v. is 5: 


* 

Sinners, in the firſt e 5 hi light of 
Gio; and, in the next place, they make more of it 
than of the mercy of God. 


The devil always tempts ſinners, firſt, to pre- i 
ſume, and, afterwards, to deſpair. My puniſh- 
| ment 


ment (ſays Cain) is greater than I can bear, or, 
as ſame of the learned render the words, Mine 
iniquity is greater than that it can be forgiven. No 
perſon can think too bad of ſin, but when he ſup- 
poſes it unpardonable. All thoſe . who live and 
die in their ſins, ſhall ræap nothing in the end but 
the fruit of the curſe, notwithſtanding the fair pro- 
miſes it makes them of a better harveſt. The 
wages of fin is death, and the ſoul that ſinneth it 
thall die,” except the {inner is brought to the Son 
of God to be ſaved from it. N 


3. Sin deceives its followers by a promiſe of 
impunity. The voice of God in his word, and 
the voice of fin in the heart, differ thus 
And God is angry with the wicked every day. If 
he turn not, he will whet his ſword; he hath bent 
his bow, and made it ready; he hath alſo prepared 
for him the inſtruments of death; he ordaineth his 
 arrows-againft the perſecutors. Pſalm vii. 11— 
13. © But the wicked, and him that loveth vio- 
lence, his ſoul hateth. Upon the wicked he 
ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an 
horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion of 
their cup.” Pſalm xi.:5, 6. There is no 
peace, ſaith my. God, to the wicked.” Iſaiah lvii. 
21. Thus God ſpeaks in his holy word againſt fin, 
and all ſinners who obey not his word. But 
e | ſuch 


E 
ſuch as are deceived by a promiſe of ip! 
ſpeak thus, Come ye, (ſay they) I vill fetch 
wine, and we vill fill ourſelves with ſtrong drink, 
and to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
abundant.“ Iſaiah Ivi. 12. We ſhall have peace 
though we walk in the imagination of our heart, to 
add: drunkenneſs to thirſt.” Deut. xxix. 19. 
« Where is the promiſe of his We for, ſince 
the fathers fell aſleep all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation.“ er. 
iii. 4. 544 ve tale of 


Nothing but the deluſory ideas of impunity: 
could embolden men thus to ſpeak fo difreſpeatul: 
of God and of his truth. Thus the drunkard, the 
debauchee, the ſwearer, the ſabbath-breaker; the 
idolater, the covetous, the malicious, the envious, 
the murderer, the thief, the deceiver, the whiſper- 
er, the backbiter, the deſpiteful, the proud, the 
inventor of every evil both againſt God and 
man, is deceived by ſin. All theſe, by their im- 
punity, are not afraid, but are confident of hap- 
pineſs and eaſe, though they continue in their ini- 
quity ; though they ſhorten their days, and haſten 
their death by their exceſſes, yet they put the evil 
day far off, —not knowing “ that their covenant 
with death ſhall be diſannulled, and their, agree- 
ment with hell {hall not ſtand,” when the Lord 
Hall 


C 6 
; ſhall ariſe to deſtroy their falſe confidence, and to 
command them to appear before his awful bar. 


May God the Holy Ghoſt convince us more 
and more of the deceitfulneſs of fin! And as none 
can ſave us from its deceitfulneſs but Jeſus @hriſt, 
may his arm be revealed with power to deliver us 
from it. 1 e 


Again, Sin is not only deceitful, but is exceed- 
ing ſtrong and very durable in its nature and 
effects. The curſes of the law, the judgments of God, 
the pains of the body, the anguiſh of the ſoul, and 
the torments of hell, cannot ſtop, ſubdue, nor yet 
ſo much as alter the nature of fin : becauſe mora- 
lity, almſgiving, faſting, and prayer, though uſe- 
ful in themſelves, and highly commendable, as 
no real Chriſtian can exiſt without them in ſome. 
degree; yet, where theſe are without grace, the 
poſſeſſors of them never will nor can be able to 
conquer their fins: fin will triumph over all the 
moral, legal, and human efforts of the creature. It 
is grace alone, and nothing but grace can ſubdue it; 
for, its ſtrength and durability are ſuch, that God 
himſelf found but one thing that could ſubdue. and 
remove it; and this one thing can do it, yea, it does 
it, and that effectually too, namely, the blood of 
Chriſt. God be praiſed for this remedy againſt: 


fin; 


lin; this, and this alone, is the ſea in which thle 


ſins of every believer are for ever ſunk. Nothing 


ſhort of this can ſubdue, conquer, and remove 
them. O, thou bleſſed Spirit ! ſprinkle it on our 
hearts, and cauſe us to enjoy its ſovereign virtue in 
each of our conſeiences, that we thereby may be 
made, from goſpel principles, haters of fin, lovers | 


of God, and promoters of good works. 


Sin, objeRively confideres. is an infinite evil, for 


this reaſon, namely, becauſe when committed, it is 


committed againſt an infinite God ; * Againſt thee, 
thee only, have I ſinned and done this evil in. thy 


_ ſight.” Pſalm-li. 4. The ungodly judge other- 
wiſe, they ſuppoſe, becauſe the Lord ſheweth pa- 
tience and Jlong-ſuffering,. that he either approves. 


of their fin, or elſe that he takes no notice of it: 


herein they greatly err, not believing the ſcrip- 
ture; for, in it, God ſpeaks thus to them 3 © Theſe - 
things haſt thou done and I kept filence, thou 


thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch a one as thy- 
ſelf ; but I will reprove thee, and ſet them (that is, 


thy fins) in order before thine eyes.” Pſalm I. 21. 


The ever-bleſſed God is ſo infinitely holy in his 
nature, that he cannot do otherwiſe than ſhew an 


infinite batred to fin; for, it is oppoſite in every 
reſpe& to all his divine perfettions, he is wiſdom, 


Fn is Ps he is ys fin is * Set is light, fin 
D is 


of ,” 


* 


is darkneſs, and the very worlt- of darkneſs too; 
he is beauty; An is deformity itſelf, he is Hfe An is 
death. So oppoſite are theſe. two, the one to the 
other, that if fin was not hated with infinite-hatred | 
by bim he would ceaſe to be: e UTR AAP #23003 


*% 
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5 Sin has its defigns againſt all the fouls of poor 
ſinners, and againſt the principle of grace in the 
ſouls of the eleA; but its formal objet is God 
himſelf: like the King of Aſſyria, in a cômpara- 
tive ſenſe, it fights with neither ſmall nor r great, but 
with che king c of Hracl only.” ; 


* 11 ai ivo 74 
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Wb doth fin oppoſe” a Believer in his tele 
duties, and render his foul carnal, indiſpoſed, un- 
believing, unſpiritual, weary and wandering in 
che Wor of his God? We anfwer, becauſe of 
a mm to the nature and the commands of 

with Whom the believing Tour holdeth com- 
| moto and fellowſhip 3 in be rpm mM LL 
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in duties as long as they pleaſe without being op- 
poſed by {in at all- and why ? Becauſe they have 
no compiunion nor fellowſhip with Godin them. 
Sin oppoſes no duty except it leads the ſoul'to en- 
joy Cod in 'Chriſt, if it d6th-this/it calls out, and 

puts forth, its Whole power to oppoſe it, becauſe 
*\ believing foul now hond communion with her. 


CL 
dear 


"1 


„ 
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Lord and Redeemer in every duty he calls 
her to perform. The Aſſyrians at. firſt ſuppoſed 
Jehoſnaphat to be Ahab, king of Iſrael; but when 
they found that they were miſtaken they left off 
purſuing him immediately. Now obſerve, when 
perſons begin with any form or duties in the wor- 
ſnip of God, fin, like the Aſſyrians, is in the field, 


and purſues them with: all its power. Then the 


duty, or form of worſhip, if it is not ſpiritual, cries 
out, and fays, God is not in me; then fin gives 
up the encounter, turns aſide, and troubles them 
no more. While others, who worſhip God in the 
ſpirit, cannot enjoy one hour in communion and 


fellowſhip with Chriſt without being baraſſed con- 


_— 21 it. Rom. vii, a 


3 it is aches Gin is the great diſtucber of 
mankind, and is conſtantly inſtigating them to re- 
bel againſt the defigns, the will, the commands, 
the love and Wee of the ever bleſſed God, 
His own people are thus impelled by it, till con - 
venced of it by the Holy Spirit, and delivered from 
it by Jeſus Chriſt. 80 


None but Jeſus, none but Ieſus, 
Can do helpleſs ſinners good. 


Beſides, fin robs God both of his goods and of his 
honour. 510 1 3069208 
D 3 The 


K „ 

The adorable Jehovah compares bimſelf, in his 
word, to a great houſehplder, who delivered goods 
to his ſervants, to be laid out in his ſervice. Matt. 
xxv. 14. All our gifts, talents, and bleſſings, 
which we ſinners enjoy, are the goods of this great 
Houſeholder, given unto us to make uſe of to his 
honour. But ſin, that arbitrary ſovereign of the 
human heart, ſo influences and controls all thoſe 
affections, talents, and endowments, which we re- 
ceived, in truſt, from this great Houſeholder of the 
Univerſe, that inſtgad of being rendered to him as 
his indiſputable right, they are preſently ſquandered 
away in the luſts of the fleſh, and the "Vanities of 
life. Jam. iv. 3. 


te A certain man had two ſons, and the younger 
of them ſaid to bis father, Father, give me the por- 
tion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. And not many days after 
the younger ſon gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country, and there waſted 
his ſubſtance with riotous living.” Luke xv..11— 


1g. 


Thus ſin drives us away from God, and 
and makes us the unhappy dupes of his plea- 
ſure, Kc. Thus it forces the ungodly to 
ſpend and waſte all the liberal donations of their 
munificent Creator in ** riotous hviag.” That 

| is, 


. 
is, as foon as a man has any degree of. ikea 
reaſon, underſtanding,or knowledge, he immediately 
turns from God]; and fin, the great inſtigator of all 
evil, direttly influences him, either to waſte them 
in © riotous living,” which is throwing them in his 
face, or, what is ſtill worſe, uſing them as inſtru- 
ments to diſpute his power, affront the moſt ge- 


nerous proffers of his grace, and biding defiance to 
1 the ene dr ry 10 his ag e ON 


Again, ſin robs God of his ite inaſmuch as 
it robs him of that obedience and ſervice which' is 
due to him from every man that exiſteth upon the 
face of the whole earth. Man was made to ſerve 
and to enjoy his Creator; but fin has rendered 
him incapable of doing it ever fince the fall.of A- 
dam: For thus ſpeaks the divine oracle concerning 
this point, “ Becauſe that when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thank-, 
ful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their 
fooliſh heart was darkened. Profeſſing themſelves to 
be wiſe they became fools; and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an image made like 
$0 corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
| beaſts, and (creeping things; who changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped and ſerved 
the creature (take notice—the creature) more than 
the Creator,” who is bleſſed for ever. Amen. 
Hence 


2 


1 
ence it is ſin does not only rob God of his 
goods, but it robs him of the honour, alſo. which i "ip 
dur da hie- hel Ps Pſalm: XXiX, 2.5 © wore: 
508. 93:68 0! 1213; t vighontd .; 

There. i is an F Ae to God Bom every wan 
upon earth; but fin, has ſo incapacitated the whole 
human race, that it is impoſſible now. for any man 
to giye him that honour till he is recovered by the 
power gf divine grace, This curſed thing fin re- 
fleas a diſhonor upon all the perfections of deity ; 
and repreſents him, in the ſinnor's view, what he is 
not, and fo: robs him of. that declarative honour 
which, all of us owe unto our wol. adorahle God. 
Oh! what an enemy to us all is ſin! May the 
Holy Spirit convince us more and more of che 
malevolence of its effects, and lead us to. bim whoſe 
name is Jeſus, who poſleſſes power, grace and 

goodnels, to deliver all * people from it. 


* 11 


DU 
jr ek more, "Fa mon. all mankind af their i ina 


nocence, beauty, glory, happineſs and protection; 
and loads them with, ee Hawes, and wretchs 
pela ;ob44 4:2 bg 
" Mien: Aaron made the golden calf, his brothey 
Moſes rebuked him thus; 66 And Moſes laid unto 
Aaron, What did this people unto. thee that thou 
haſt brought ſo great a fin upon them ?—And Aa- 
ron id, let n not the anger of my Lord wax bot; 
* thou 


L 238 | 
thou knowelt the people that they are ſet on mil⸗ | 
chief. For they faid unto me, Make us gods 1 that 
ſhall go before us; for as for this Moſes, the mart 
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 

wot not what is become of him. And I ſaid unto 
them, whoſoever hath any gold let them break it 
off: ſo they gave it me; then I caſt it into che fire, 
and there came out this calf. —And Moſes faw 
that the people were naked, for Aaron had made 
them naked unto their ſhame monglt their" ene. 
mies. Dan xxxii\#1—25. tte ae oh eds 


* 6 . 
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"OMG," it is ſaid here, that t Adion (had wad 
them naked unto their ſhame.” How had Aaron 
made them naked, ſeeing he only took from them 
their golden car- rings, which chey could very well 
ſpare without being corporeally naked Hows 
ever, Moſes faw the people naked; that is, he 


ſaw them ſtripped of all defenet and protection 


God had withdrawn his protebling hand and com- 
forting preſence from them. In this ſenſe they 
were naked unto their ſhame, amongſt their ene- 
mies. When fin enters into the houſe, puniſh- 
ment lies at the door, and it will find out the na- 
ked ſinner, though he hide himſelf, like Adam, 
among the trees of the garden. Fer, having in- 
nets either; Judgment' or 15 vill find ner 
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Sin does not _"_ bereave us of  ehtofion a 
hap- 


E 1 
happineſs, but it brings upon us a great number 
of ſevere judgments, as wars, famine, peſtilence, 
and death; all W are the natural conſequences 
of 335 | | 


— 


r Thy. ways and hy doings have Be 2 theſe 
things unto thee,” ſaith the Lord, by one of his pro- 
phets. Jer. iv. 18. Every one that ſinneth ſhall 
feel to his ſorrow ere long, that it is a bitter thing 
to commit iniquity. againſt. God, and that it will 
prove ſo in the end. It will produce bitter effects 
and grief that will reach unto the ſoul, Deluded 
ſinners ſuppoſe, that when the att of ſinning is over | 
and God does not immediately enter into judg- 
ment with them on that account, that they are to 
hear no more. of it; but in ſo ſuppoſing they 
greatly err, for God has fixed a time in his decree 

in which he will bring them to an account for all 
the actions which they have done in this world. 
Eccleſ. xi. g. 12 and 14. 8 


Sin always carries puniſhment along with it, 
though the Lord ſometimes ſees fit not to puniſh 
the perpetrators immediately ; yet puniſhment fol- 
loweth fin, and ſooner orlater it will find out the 
guilty. In the ſecond book of Samuel, xxi. 1, we 
read, © there was a famine in the days of David 
three years, year after year; and_David enquired of 
the Lord, And the Lord anſwered, It is: for Saul, 

and 


( 1 
a for his dioody: houſe, becauſe he flew the Gi- 


beonites. You muſt obſerve, Saul was now in 


| his grave, and had been in it for ſome time; Da- 


vid was upon his throne, and reigning in his ſtead ; 
and now the Lord viſits the land of Iſrael with the 
judgment of famine for three years together. But 


what is the cauſe? Saul's fin, which, though com- 


mitted long ago, row its puniſhment comes upon 


Iſrael, by the famine, and upon ſeven of his ſons, 


by an. immediate death, 2 ws xxi. 6. ar ly 


It is very deplorable to ſuffer the temporary 
judgments of God on the account of fin ; but, alas! 
alas! how deplotable muſt it be to ſuffer his 
vengeance in hell on the account of it through 
all eternity, which every ſinner muſt do, if not de- 


livered from ĩt by Jeſus Cliriſt, ? All incorrigible 


and impenitent ſinners muſt and ſhall be caſt into 
hell, where the fire burns but never conſumes, in- 
creales but never annihilates; for, after millions 
and millions of years are ſpent in ſuffering the tor- 
ments of the damned, it will till be a “ wrath to 
come ;** a wrath not of man but of God, which, 
like a fiery ſtream, ſhall fall upon them, without 
the leaſt intermiſſion, for ever aud ever. Ob, firs! 
whether you will hear, ar whether you. will for- 
bear, I now tell you, in the name of God, © that 
his wr. h is already revealed from heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men; and 

. E that 


„ 
8 whe "live and die out of n muſt * 
5 riſh'for ever. | - 


— * . 


Thus, a beloved, 1 have a ond; in 
a moſt plain and faithful manner; to ſhew you the 
heinous nature of fin, its origin and entrance into 
dur world, and the manner in which it has polluted 


the whole human race, — by its oppoſition to the 


law and nature of God, the diſtreſs it occafions His 
people, and by the final deſtruſtion of all impe ni- 
tent finners. 

0 n 


Mer may the God and Father of our Lord Je- 


tus Chriſt, the Saviour of Sngere, and the Spirit 
of all Truth, bleſs the hints I have dropped on this 


ſubjeR, to the awakenning the careleſs and indif- 
ferent ; and help us all to ſee the danger of the na- 
ture of fin, and that none ean be ſaved from it but 
by Jeſus Chriſi. To Whom, with the Father and 


the ever bleſſed and adorable Spirit, three perſons 


in one indiviſible and eternal Eſſence, be equal ho- 
nour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


» * 
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A DISCOURSE, &c. 8 , 


PART THE SECOND. 
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/ A VIEW OP THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE: GLORY OF 
JESUS CHRIST IN THE SALVATION er SINNERS. 


— 


Marr. 1. and laſt Clauſe of the 21ſt Verſe. 
FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PROPLE FROM THEIR 
| EY ** SINS, 2 | : 


Sy 
1 


I AM nov, in the ſecond place, to point out, 
That it is the work of Chriſt alone to deliver his 
people from their ſins ;—or, in other words, to ex- 


hibit to your view, The brightneſs of the glory df 


Jeſus Chriſt, in the ſalvation of finners. 


It is therefore neceſſary to obſerye, that Jeſus 
Chriſt has a people that muſt be ſaved by kim from 
their ſins. © For he ſhall,” mark, it is nat written 
he may, * ſave his people; but the wards are 


very poſitive and abſolute—* for he ſhall," let 


who will oppoſe him in carrying on this great 
work,“ he ſhall ſave his people from their fins.” 
E a Thoſe 


— — . —— * * 
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„„ 
Thoſe of you who read your Bibles, frequently 
meet with theſe poſſeſſive pronouns in them, 
namely, u people, and his people. When le- 
thro, the prieſt of Midian, Moſes's father-in-law, 
heard of all that God had done for Moſes, and for 
Iſrael his people,” &c. Exod. xviii. 14.—-You 
will obſerve. here, Jethro does not ſay, God hath 
done great things for Iſrael, or for the people bu. 
t for Iſrael is people. The Lord avoucheth 
thee to be his peculiar people. He will be mer- 
ciful to his land, and to is people. The Lord 
will not forſake his people. The Lord hath loved 
his people. The Lord will give ſtrength to his peo- 
ple. The Lord will not caſt off his people. The 
Lord taketh pleaſure in his people.“ So thay 
every thing the Lord doth, in a way of mercy and 
ſalvation, is done to and for his people: therefore 
theſe, and theſe alone, ce he ſhall ſave from 8 their 


ſans. " 
1. This people are his by love and choice; for, 


Thus he ſpeaks of them in his unerring and ne- 
ver failing word ; © The Lord hath appeared of 
old unto me, ſaying, Yea, I have loved thee with 
an everlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs 
have I drawn thee.” Jer. xxx1. 3. Let legaliſts 
'and unconverted moraliſts, enemies to God' and 
his 2 ſay what they n to the contrary, 

God 
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God declares unto us in his word, that © he hath 
ſio loved the world,“ that is, his people, that he 
gave,“ as a proof of his love, © his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him (which im- 
plies a practical faith) ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. John iii. 16. And, again, Chriſt 
ſays to every coming ſinner, (which ſhows the love 
of his heart, and demonſtrates the glory of his goſ- 
pel), I ſay, to every coming, or in more exprefhive 
language, toevery believing ſoul- Come unto me! 
Ol all ye ſons of forrow, and daughters of afflic- 
tion, come unto me !” all ye diſtreſſed, weary and 
beavy- laden, with fin and guilt, © come unto me! 
and I will ſave you A Ae e e and 1 * give 
you reſt.“ | | 


And, as a farther encouragement to the diſcon- 
| folate, but coming, ſinners, he ſays, “ I have 
loved you,“ therefore, fear not to come unto me; 

] have loved you,” not for ſome time only, but 
of old,” yea, I have loved you from eternity. 
« I have loved you, and not others, you perſonally, 
and not yours ;—not for any thing I ſaw in you, 
or done by you ; but my Father and I have loved 
you, though vile from the womb, and ſtrangers from 
the beginning,“ with an everlaſting love, 


The ſcriptures are full of this truth, and ſpeak 5 | 
poſitively to this ** both in the old and new - 
Teſta- 
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bedacht namely, that Chriſt's ge are 41 by 
n. and love. | 


- Obſerve. 9 For thou art (fays Moſes) an 4 
people unto the Lord thy God ; the Lord thy God 
hath choſen thee to be a ſpecial people unto him- 
ſelf, above all people that are upon the face of the 
earth.” Again. The Lord did not ſet his love 
upon you, nor chooſe you, becauſe you were more 
in number than any people, for ye were the feweſt 
of all people, - but becauſe the Lord loved you,” 
Kc. Deut. vii. 6-8. I know (ſays Chriſt) 
whom J have choſen, John xiii, 18. Ye have 
not choſen me, but I have choſen you.” John xv. 
16. The Lord, in theſe words, evidently means, 
that he had choſen them—to be ſaved from their 
fins, as well as to the apoſtleſhip. For, I verily 
believe, that no perſons whatever are called to 
preach to others, till they are brought to know, 
that they were themſelves choſen of God unto ſal- 
vation, and are called from ſin, and redeemed _ 
from the curſe of the law, by the ſame invaluable 
blood, and are made partakers of the ſame un- 
limited grace, which, together with the efficacy of 
that blood, as miniſters of the mb goſpel, they 
are ſent to proclaim.  « | n 


Our Lord alſo, in theſe . « Ye have not 
choſen me, but I have cheſen you, might allude 
f to. 
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to «cuſtom of the. Jews, with whom it was vſual 
for diſciples, or ſtudents, to chooſe their own. mal- = 
ters, and not the maſters their ſcholars. But it was 
not ſo with his diſciplesz he waited not for them 
to make a choice of him, but, informs them of the 
ehdice which he had made of ele Ne en the 
foundation of the world.“ 2 Tim. i. 9g. The 
Lord eben n that are his.“ 2 . . 4 


Jefis Chriſt, AC my P26 Fe Me I love, and 
whom 1 preach to you, is not only too know- 
ing, (for dmniſciency is hie) but too juſt, to take 
any but ulis own. He came for his on, and 
As on alone he does and will; take—that 
din the words of my text) he might „ ſave them 
from their ſins;“ 1 will repeat the words, that 
he might ſave them, though it coſt him à price no 
Janguage can compute, no fancy can imagine, and 
no heart can conceive! a price (in which een an- 
gels fail to caſt the fum !)-—the price no other than 
his on heart's _— for thus the ſaeted record 
has expreſſed it,. be hg * life a e for 
them.“ 6 (570 
The Lord knoweth all eee 8 
ever, as he is their Creator, Iſaiah Ixvi. 2, and he 
kncoweth his people, as the alone objects of his love 
and choice. Nou only,“ mark, you only (ſays he) 


have 


\ 
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. 1 FOR of all the families of the. earth,” 
Amos in. 2. As an omniſcient Being, he know- 
eth all the families or nations that ever exiſted, _ 
now do, or ever fhall, exiſt; but he never had 
known any of them, by love and choice, as he has 
known his own people. He did not love and 
chooſe he knew not whom, any more than be cre- 
ated he knew not. what. Known unto God are 
all bis works, from ho Spas of the . ” 
e 18. | | 


Therefore he cannot he ignorant of thoſe. in 
time, who were really his by love and choice be- 


fore the world began. He who knoweth the num- 


ber of the ſtars, and calleth them by their names, 
knoweth alſo the number and the perſons of all his 
eleQ ſlars, which ſparkle and ſhine brightly at times 
in the firmament of the church to his honour, who 
removes their clouds, and cauſeth them to appear. 
Men only know fis people in this life by. a finite 
knowledge, and as their walk and deportment 
are according to the written word; for, no * 
though a prophet, can know them infallibly ; 
moſt knowing of mortals “ know but in part, — 
Ss Af 1 Sam. xiv. 6, 7. 1 Cor, xiii. 
9. Eliab may be taken for the Lord's anointed, 
and - Judas for an upright diſciple, till the maſk of 
diſguiſe is removed; but Jeſus. Chriſt knoweth 
kis infallibly. I know my * ſays he, whe» 
| ther 


N * 
* 
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ther als or at home; well or fick; clean or foul, 
bound or free, alive or dead, far or near, in he 
fold or out of the fold, he knoweth his ſheep ſtill; 
and, bleſſed be his holy name, none can counter- 
ſeit his mark, nor remove that mark from thoſe 
who receive it. And though his ſheep are ſome- 
times ſcattered by perſecution, or mingled with the 
idolatrous and ſuperſtitious, ſo that ſcarcely an up- 
right profeſſor can be diſcerned, as, in the days of 
Elijah, who complained that he was left alone; 
even then the Lord knew feven thouſand that were 
his, though the prophet could not ſee one but him- 
ſelf. His people are both known and loved, there- 
fore they ſhall be walſhtd, and ſhall make the very 
heavens echo with their ſong, by and by, ſaying, — 
« Unto him that hath loved us, and waſhed us from 
our ſins in nis own blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God and his Father; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever, amen.“ 
Rev. 1. 5, 6. 


We read in hiſtory of Cyrus's knowledge, and that 
it was very extenſive indeed; for, it is ſaid, that he' 
knew the name of every ſoldier in his moſt numer- 
ous army, which conſiſted of various nations. And 
ſhall it be thought too much for him, who poſſeſs. 
eth infinite knowledge, to know every individual 
of his ? God forbid. Not one of them ſhall be 
loſt or miſſing in that day, when he ſhall make 
hs | F Tx. | : | up 
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* his jewels :” and this will be the declaration he 
ſhall make before God, angels, men and devils,— - 
„ Behold Land the children which God hath given 
me!” All theſe loved and choſen objects, when 
thus delivered from their fins, ſhall then be erown- 
ed by him, his Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, with 
| eternal glory. 


2. This people are his alſo by promiſe, and by 
gift. 


« Aſk of me, (ſays his eternal Father) and I will 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion,” 
PC. ii. 8. Chriſt ſhall have the heathen, that is, 
the gentiles, to reign over them; and his ſceptre 
ſhall command all thoſe who inhabit the moſt ob- 
ſcure corners of the wide earth. Hence the Fa- 

ther ſays to him again, It is a light thing that 
thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes , 
of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael : ' 


4 I will alſo give thee for a light to the gentiles, that 


thou mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the 
earth.” Iſaiah xlix. 6. 


Jeſus Chriſt, firs, as the ſacred writings have 
repeatedly declared, was given by the Father, to all 
the eleQ; or, in other words, to all thoſe who were 
fore-ordained, in the eternal deſigns of the eternal 

Elohim 
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Elohim, Father, Son, and Spirit, unto eternal u 
—TI ſay, Jeſus Chriſt was thus given by the Fa- 
ther, according to this eternal deſign, that he, this 
ſame jeſus Chriſt, might become * the author of 
their ſalvation;**—for, © as NR ſave his people 
from their ſins.” 
This Saviour and this ſalvation therefore 
ſhall go forth and reach every corner of the world, 
eaſt, weſt, north, and ſouth, and wherever any of 
his people dwell ; for, it is to be noticed, they are 
not only given to Chriſt to be preſerved in him, 
Jude i, but to be called by him too, that, as my 
text expreſſes it, he might © ſave them from their 
ſins.—“ For thine they were (ſays he) and thou 
gaveſt them me. What for? That he might raiſe 
them up, and, that he might ſave them from 
their fins.” I ſay, “from their fins,” hecauſe, 
though he is here ſpeaking of the elea, which I 
endeavoured before to demonſtrate, yet theſe peo- 


ple, which he calls his, and are the eleR, are per- 


| haps, above all, the moſt ſinful and miſerable of all 
his creatures; which juſtifies that beautiful and 
emphatic part of the expreſſion, as immediately al- 
luding to ſuch characters, that the ſalvation I am 
now ſtriving ſo highly to extol, is for this pu- 
poſe, namely © to ſave them from their ſins.” 


Again, it is equally true, and equally OY of 
1 our 
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our attention, that theſe perſons, with all the de- 
formity of their ſins, and with all the depreſſion of 
their wretchedneſs, as before inſiſted on, are given 
to Chriſt, that he might not only ſave them from 
| their fins, but (what exalts his glory more) that he 
might raiſe them up to a ſtate of juſtification and 
- acceptance with God, from whom (in the deplora- 
ble eſtate in which we have depicted them to your 
imagination) they have ſo greatly revolted. By 
him they are raiſed to a better righteouſneſs than _ 
they fell from, more extenſive riches and honours, | 
and, (if the powers of language can add ſublimity 
to truth) © to a far more exceeding and an eter- 
nal weight of glory.” God declares, that it was 
but a light thing for Chriſt to be his ſervant, to ſave 
the Jews only ; therefore he gave him the gen- 
tiles to ſave, who were, and are, till enlightened by 
him, in a ſtate of darkneſs ; to whom, that is to his 
ele& gentiles, he becomes a ſaving light, by ſpecial 
grace, through the miniſtry of the goſpel, and, by 
which, the goſpel and the miniſtry, i.e. Chriſt and 
his word, he as the cauſe, and that as the means, 
not only many ſons are brought unto glory, but 
all the ele&, bad as they may be, and wretched as 
they can be, ſhall all be eternally ſaved ;—for © he 
came to ſave them from their fins.” 


Hence Chriſt ſays, “ All that the Father 
| (obſerve) civeru me ſhall come to me ; 
and him that cometh. unto me I will in no 
| [[f. wiſe 
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wiſe als out,” John vi. 37. The all he ſpeaks 
of in theſe words, does not mean the diſciples only, 
who were given unto him as ſuch, for theſe did 
not all come unto him, nor were all ſaved by him; 
one of them was a devil, and the ſon of perdition ; 
much leſs does it mean every individual of 'man- 
kind, for then he who was a devil and the fon of 
perdition, muſt have been included,which could not 
be the caſe, becauſe he died devil, and died the 
ſon of perdition, and if there is any ſenſe in words, 
and truth in what God himſelf has declared, which 


it is palpable blaſphemy to diſpute, it is ſaid, that 


where he is, ſuch (namely, all who die in their fins) 
& can never come.“ 


Indeed, in ſome ſenſe it may be ſaid, that theſe 
are given to Chriſt to ſubſerve ſome ends in his 
mediatorial kingdom, and to be controled by his 
power, or to fulfil the more” extenſive deſigns of 
his providential ceconomy in the world ; and they 
cannot be a part of that all, becauſe they do not, 


did not, and will not, come (which is the practical ® 
act of believing) unto Him, (Chriſt) © that he might 


fave 


When we ſay, the practical act of believing, it is: not 
to be underſtood, that we mean to mix the doctrines of faith 
and works together, as if they could exiſt indepengent.. of 
divine grace, no; We acknowledge all true belief is a 
work of grace; yet, that when God, in the proclamation of 

his 


* 


CW. 

fave them from their fins,” But, the word all 
here means the whole body of the elect, both Jews 
and gentiles, who, when choſen by the Father in 
the everlaſting council, were given to Chriſt; for, 
he ſpeaks of this gift in the preter, or paſt tenſe, 
John vi. 39; © And this is the Father's will, which 


hath ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, 1 


ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at 
the laſt day. Perhaps Chriſt uſeth the verb g:veth, 


here, in the preſent tenſe, to expreſs the unchange- 


neſs and conſtancy of this a& of his Father's, who 


had given them to him, as his portion, ſeed, ſpouſe, 
and inheritance, and to be ſaved from all their ſin 


4 


and miſery, with a full, free, and well-finiſhed ſalva- | 


tion. 


his goſpel of this grace to mankind is addreſſing men, he 
addrefſes them as intelligent and as rational creatures 
(hence it is ſaid, becauſe men are intelligent and rational crea- 
. tures, they ſhall be judged of their works, &c.) and therefore 


every motion of the heart towards the goſpel of Chriſt, is a 


practical att of believing ; in as much, as when our Lord 
told the man who had the withered arm, to ſtretch it out, 
his even attempting to do it, was the ſame practical act of 
believing, and, by which act, as a mean, he was made whole; 
though, in fact, it was not by his faith (which was only a 
means) but by Chriſt, the God of the means, he was made 
whole; who, firſt, made uſe of the man, as a rational and in- 
telligent creature; and, ſecondly, the belief, or faith of the 
man in his power, as the ſubſervient inſtruments to his re- 
ſtoration: . and immediately he was made whole.“ 


Hence 


! 
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Hence obſerve, all and every one of thoſe whom 
Chriſt hath received of his Father, ſhall come unto 


him for this ſalvation, and ſhall declare, to his ho- 


nour and praiſe, *© Lo! this is our God, we have 
waited for him, and he will fave us ; this is the 
Lord, we have waited for him ; "we will be yu _ 
rejoice in his ſalvation. ? 


* 


8 This . are his by purchaſe. 


2 Fear ws dread ſhall fall upon them, by the 
greatneſs of thine arm they ſhall be as ſtill as a 


ſtone ; till thy people paſs over, O Lord! till the 


people paſs over which thou haſt purchaſed.” Exo. 


xv. 16. Mark, the people (ſays Moſes) which 
thou haſt purchaſed.” Hence it is, that none can 
get out of bondage and thraldom, but thaſe who 


are his by right of redemption and purchaſe. Boaz 
once boaſted that he purchaſed Ruth, the Moab- 


iteſs, the wife of Mahlan, to be his wife. Ruth iv. 
10. This Boaz was a mighty man of wealth, but 
Ruth was a poor diſtreſſed young widow, a ſtran- 


ger in Bethleham, and, fo far as'ſhe knew, without - 


a friend in the world that could have ſhewn her 
any kindneſs. Poverty drove her out to glean 
ſome corn, and Providence direQed her to Boaz's 
field; where ſhe found both corn and a huſband ; 
but not before ſhe was purchaſed. * Ruth the 
Moabiteſs, the wife of Mahlon (ſays Boaz) have I 
purchaſed to be my wife.” So the Lord Jeſus, 

x” | who 


- 
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who is to every poor believing ſinner, a near kinſ- 
man, and mighty in wealth, He ſhews pity and 


compaſſion to loſt and diſtreſſed ſouls, who, having 


forfeited every thing by nature into the hand of 


divine Juſtice, as a mortgaged eſtate is in the 
hands of a ſevere mortgagee ; he, like wealthy 


Boaz, redeems, purchaſes, or pays off the mortgage, 
at the hands of Juſtice, which is the curſe of the 
law, and then, like Boaz, liberates by his bounty 


what he cheriſhes by his love, which is every truly 
diſtreſſed Ruth that cometh unto Him. So the 
figure may hold good, in regard to our divine Bo- 
az, Jeſus Chriſt, who“ though he was rich,” —rich 


in all the Majeſty of his power, and in all the glory 
of his Majeſty ! rich in all the ſhining attributes 
that dignify his mature, as being God over all!” 


extending their divine luſtre through the veil of 


his humanity ; and which, with their increaſing reful- 
gency,will dazzle the admiring throngs that ſurround 
the throne of God for ever! Yes, firs, He who was 
ſo rich, (oh! how it exaltshis.richneſs!) for their ſake, 
the ſake of his church, his Ruth, his purchaſed wife, 
became ſo poor !—wonder, O, ye heavens! and 


be aſtoniſhed O, earth! He became ſo poor, 


ſo very poor, as © not to have a place to lay bis 
head,“ that his Ruth, through his poverty ! might 


be made rich,” —rich in faith! rich in good works! 


rich in all the graces of the Spirit! and rich with 
all the excellencies that heaven can beſtow 
—to adorn and qualify her for the bride of God! 

| The 


_ gels; men and devils; by purchaſe, as much as Ruth 
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The church is a wife to Chriſty before God an- 


was Boaz 's. Take heed (ſays St. Paul) there< 
fore unto yourſelyes, and to all the flock over the 
which the Holy: Ghoſt: hath made you overſeen, 
to feed the church of God, which he (chat is Jeſus 
Chriſt), hath purchaſed by his own blood.“ Nets 
xx. 28. This wife is a dear wife to her huſband; 
firs. Boaz gave money, which was his purchaſe; 

and Jacob gave ſervitude, which was his purchaſe'; 


but Chriſt gave his blood; which was his purchaſe; 


« foraſmuch,“ ſays St. Peter,“ as ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as filver and gold, 
from your vain converſation, received by tradition 
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of 
Chriſt, (the huſband of his Church) as of a lamb, 
without blemiſh and without ſpot.“ 1 Pet. i. 18, 

198 vun „ e ee 8. deen, 


Hence it appears that God's people are greatly 


beloved, ſeeing that they are bought with ſuch a 


price, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Theſe are not purchaſed 
with the blood of bulls, calves, or goats.” Heb. 
ix. 12,13. No, no; but by the blood of him who 
is the God-Man,—man that he might bleed; God, 
that he might ſtamp an infinite value upon that 
blood—which, invaluable as it was, was the OW 
he gave oy his wife. 
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_. Obſerve; this ineſtimable price was not * to 
fatah, who: hath deceived all the church of-Chriſldz 
which; while in a ſtate of nature, was in his poſſeſ» 
Gon t but it was given to: God, from whom ſhe 
bad ſtrayed, againſt whom ſhe had finned; and whoſe 
la ſhe had irre parably broken. Ol what a price 
was this L and, oh! how highly favoured muſt they 
be, ſo laden with depravity and ſo ſunk in guilt, for 
whom ſo great a price was paid! But ye are, 
(ſays St. Peter) a choſen generation, a royal prieſt- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; the Greek 
word reh ſignifies an acquired, or ai pur- | 
chaſed people, that is, as if the apoſtle had ſaid, 
Ye are a peculiar people, en 44 a Ne 
nnen 1 Dy 1 „ 8 


be fon of 6 riſen ew to 
| heaven, and become exceeding offenſive there: 
but when the dear Lamb of God offered up him- 
ſelf, as the ſin-offering of his church, he ſoon re- 
moved the noxiouſneſs and ill-favour of their ſins, 
by the fweet ſmell. of his atoning blood. Eph. v. 2. 
It is by the blood of the croſs, my dear readers, that 
every believer obtains deliverance from the hand- 
of- Juſtice, the condemnation of the law, and the 
accuſations of conſcience; from the power of ſa- 
tan, fin, hell, and the grave. Therefore no vic-- 
tory over any enemy but by his blood, Rev. xii.- 
11, No juſtification from fin and guilt but by it: 
* N 2 . * . no 


— 
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no peace from God and conſcience but watch it. 
This purple and ever- cleanſing ſountain, removes 


the ſcarlet and erimſon hue from all thoſe who 


come unto it, Iſaiah i. 19. Zech. xiii. 1 and it 
makes them, though as black as Æthiopians be- 
fore, Jer, xiii, 23, * as 1 e 37 * 

mon, ar n 45 cl s 61 boten 


kgs chin "on his . are 8 by him 
at ſuch an ineſtimable price, oh! “ Nhat manner of 
perſons ought they to be in all holy converſation 
and godlineſs;" being not their own now, they 
ought to have their loins girt, and their lights, burn- 
ing, to ſhew forth the praiſes of him Who e 
_ an them at ſo dear a rate. 
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Chile 10 his 3 m in e 8 like 
Jacob and the parcel of a field which he had bought 


of the ſons of Hamor: and he, namely Jacob, 
bought a- parcel of a field, where he had ſpread his 
tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor,  She- 
chem's father, for an hundred pieces of money,“ 
Gen. xxxili. 19. - Obſerve, though this field was 
Jacob's from the day he paid the money for it, yet 


the wicked Amorite took it from him far a time by 
force, 


_— — 
— . 
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| force, ſo that he was compelled at laſl to fight for 


his field, though it were his by right of purchaſe 
long before, Gen. xlviii. 22 80 the people of 
God, though ele ed, and given in the covenant to 
Chriſt, and purchaſed by him at the expence of his 
blood; yet, notwithſtanding, while they are per- 

mitted to continue in their natural ſtate and in 
unregeneracy, Where are they ? Why, under the 
hand of ie Amofite, "hat is _— the ah ae of 
fatan, fin, and unbelief. ic £11 tik 
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New, in order to reſeue this RG "_ the 


hand and power "of their enemies, the Captain of 
their Salvation, like Jacob, takes his ſword and 
bow, enters the field, encounters the foe; ſpoils 
principalities and powers, which are ſatan and his 
auxiliaries; gives grace to his people, and makes 
them willing, in the day of his power, to come to 
his ſtandard, “ from Aſſyria, and from Egypt, and 
from Pathros, and from Cuſh, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamatb, and from the lands 
of the fra,” Pſalm ex. 3. Ia. Xl. 11. 


4 4 
£ , 1 ; 4 N 343. 
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Wust. ig e cauſe of this e agitation a 
ſtir through ſo many nations? How is it that all 
the comings hete ſpoken of, are to take place in 
ſuch an extenſive manner? We anſwer, becauſe 
the year of the Lord's redeemed is come, and he 
pl fi ſhake all nations, and will diſquiet the uni- 

verſal 
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verſal globe itſelf, in order to lay hold om his: on 
people; and all thoſe, whether men or devils; who 
illegally retain any of them, ſhall feel his fury, and 
be compelled to let Iſrael go. This is the divine 
hero, of whom it was propheſied, © that he ſhould 
REM the n with VINE En T0008 _ 12. 


| 'T his ppb as well as ſane: e kids fs al: 
Mida to great warriors, who, having fought-ſevere 
battles, and gained moſt noted vitctories, divided 
che ſpoils which they took from their enemies with 
much joy and triumph. So the Lord Chriſt; hav- 
ing led his captivity captive, ſits now on his 1 | 
wege, the ſpoil with the ſtroengg nog 


By the Qrong here ſpoken fi is meant. Wn for 
he is called ſo in the ſeriptures, Iſa. xlix 24, 28. 
Matt. xii. 29. Mark iii. 27. He, like a ſtrong 
man is armed, both with his own temptations, which 
as fiery darts, are ſhot thick and faſt, ſuddenly and 
privily, and alſo with much art and force, to in- 
jure the redeemed ; and, with the fins and luſts of 
the unconverted, which are the armour of un- 
righteouſneſs, andare uſed by him to their hurt. He 
keeps the palace, that is the heart; in it he rejgns 
and has his court, courtiers, and attendants, name- 
ly, all the carnal, corrupted, and unſatisfying de- 
fires of the fleſh. This palace, though exceed- 
ingly aby, he keeps, and will not give it up, till 
he 


16 ] 
be is forced by one that's ſtronger than himſelf; 
But hen aſtronger than he ſhall come upon him 
ind overcome him, he taketh from him all his ar- 
mour whetein m ere _ dividetk his Oe ; 
b rte gn; ont ene 17 ane, N 
fiat has often mend 245 Annche even upon 
Chriſt himfelf, as we may'fee in Matt. iv; 1=1 1, 
but never conquered him; no; no! Chriſt is the 
conqueror ſtill, John had a grand view of this hero; 
when he ſaw him with his burniſned brazen feet, 
his flaming eyes, and crowned head, fitting on his 
white horſe; with his ſharp ſword and bent bow, 
going forth from conquering to conquer. The 
Lord Jeſus has bound ſatan and all his auxiliaries, 
and is now not only Lord of all, but aver all, and 
« bleſſed for ever; convincing his people, by his 
Spirit and word, of their ſin, and delivering them 
from it; winning and captivating their hearts by the 
beauty of his perſon, for, he is, to every believer, 
s the faireſt among ten thouſand * the charms of 
hislove, as , altogether lovely: the power af his 
goſpel; which is always able “to fave to the ut- 
termoſt; and by the prevalent influences of that 
grace which refuſeth none * that cometh gnta en 
by him.”? | 


eure it is that the elett are Chriſt's, not only 
on account of the victory which he has obtained 


over 


HE 

over ſatan, ſin, and hell; but they are his hy a gra. 
cious conqueſt of ſovereign mercy. and invincible. 
love. Therefore the whole church muſt and ſhall 
declare to his eternal honour,” Not unto us, Q 
Lord! not unto us, but te thy name, be all che 
glory!“ for, thy merey and thy truth have pre- 
vailed over all out ſins and corruptions, over all 
our doubts and fears, over all our darkne ſs and diſ- 
treſs; and this ſhall be the cheme, the ever- pleaſing 
everlaſting theme, of all our rejoicing, that—hy the 
ſame power, the ſame. golpel, and the ſame grace; 
ve are made more than conquerors, (for language, 
with all its ſublimeſt powers, cannot reach his praiſe, 
or.*fathom his profound of love io man l') I ſay, by 
all theſe, we are made more than —— 
nen him who _ IPO us.“ 5 


Being now come to the laſt quell dau 
of my diſcourſe, in which I particularly mean to 
diſcriminate between the grace of God and the 
ſins of his people; I ſhall begin with obſerving, 
that though the people are H is, the fins are THz R's; 
— his people and their ſins; for he came to ſave. 
his people from their ſins.” God's people are a 
ſaved people, but not a ſinleſs people, i in this life: 
they are wy and yet his. 5 


One thing is to FR cid of ne as 8 
them as are convinced. a their fins, they are glad 


that 
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hat he undertakes their cauſe, and tliat he is be- 
come their deliverer from them. Their Re- 
deemer is ſtrong, the Lord of hoſts is his name, he 
ſhall- thoroughly plead their cauſe, and ſhall fave 
them, though finners by nature and: by praQtice, 
from their ſins. Jer. 1. 4. The ſcriptures, in 
many places ſpeak very clearly of this point, name 
1 ly, chat though the ele& are Chriſt's, the ſins which 
| they are all guilty. of by nature are their's; and, 
like Joſeph's brethren; they ſhall confeſs the ſame, 
when convinced thereof by the Holy Spirit,and'ſhall | 
pray ſor the pardon of them, ſaying to Chriſt, as 
they ſaid to - Joleph.; “ Forgive, we pray thee, ' 
now the treſpaſſes of thy brethren, and their ſins.““ 
Gen. 1. 17. Mark, the treſpaſſes and fins were 
| their's, but pardon and forgiveneſs were Joſeph's. + 
So it is with all Chriſt's, our heavenly Joſeph's 
brethen ; all ſins, treſpaſſes and crimes are their's; 
but pardon and deliverance from them are his; it 
is he, and he alone, * ſhall ſave them from their 
ins =D 


When Moſes interceeded in the behalf of ſtub- 

born and ſtiff- necked Iſrael, it was after this man- 

ner; And Moſes made haſte and bowed his head 
toward the earth, and worſhipped ; and he ſaid, if 
now I have found grace in thy ſight, O Lord, I 
pray thee go amongſt! us, for it is a ſtiff- ne cked 
people, and pardon our iniquity and our fin, and 

| take 
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take us for thine inheritance.” Exod. xxxiv. 8, 9. 
. Obferve what it is Moſes here prays for, namely, 
pardon of iniquity and fins ; but whoſe iniquity-and 
fins? Why, his and Iſrael's! © and pardon (ſays 
he) our iniquity, and our fin. The iniquity and 


the fin were their's, but the pardon of them was 


God's. Though the fin is ours, the deliverance 
from it is Chriſt's; and it ſhall be acknowledged 
by his people to be his to his honour and kane 
when time and fin mall exiſt no more. 


Daniel alſo, in his prayer, confeſſed that ſin was 


his and the people's, and that pardon and deliver- 
ance from it were from God alone. And I ſet 
my face unto the Lord God, to ſeek by prayer and 


ſupplications, with faſting, and ſackcloth, and aſhes, 


And J prayed unto the Lord my God, and made 
my confeſſion, and ſaid, O Lord! the great and 


dreadful God! keeping the covenant and mercy to 


them that love him, andto them that keep his com- 
mandments: We have ſinned and have committed 
iniguity, and haye done wickedly, and have rebel- 


led, even by departing from thy precepts, and from 


thy.judgments : Neither have we hearkened to thy 
. ſervants the prophets, which ſpake in thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all 
the people of the land. O Lord! righteouſneſs 
belongeth unto thee, but unto us confuſion of faces, 
2 at this day; to the men of Juda, and to the in- 


H babitants, - 


* 


— 
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babitants of Jeruſalem, and unto all Iſrael that are 


near, and that are far off, through all the countries 


whither thou haſt driven them, becauſe of their 
treſpaſs that they have treſpaſſed againſt thee,” & c. 
Dan. ix. g— 19. 


— 


* 


When the Lord himſelf cometh to reveal par- 
don and forgiveneſs to his people, he makes them 
to know, firſt, that the cauſe of their ruin is 
in themſelves, and that they cannot be happy till 
they have found the way and means by which 
they are to be delivered from it. O Iſrael (ſays 
he) thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thine 
help.“ Hol. xiii. g. Though theſe words may 
primarily mean the ruin of the civil ſtate of Iſrael, 
on the account of their fins, the words may alſo 

be ſuitable to the ſpiritual and eternal ſtate of 
all his eleQ, who, by nature, are loſt, ruined and 
undone, both as to body and ſoul ; the image of 
God in them is marred and deſtroyed ; there is no 
Holineſs in them, nor have they any righteouſneſs 
upon them, to cover or hide their fins; neither 
have they any will or power to do good in an ac- 
ceptable manner... Though they have not loſt the 
natural liberty of their will, they have loſt the mo- 


ral liberty of it wholly, and are become llaves to 
fn and ſatan. 


Thus are the * am ſpeaking of, oy have 
. been 
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| been convinced of their fins, truly ſenſible that they 
| have deſtroyed themſelves, Pf. xxxii. 5 ; and will 

be conſtrained to acknowledge, ſooner or later,— 
that their deſtruQtion is not owing to their firſt pa- 
rents only, in whom all ſinned, and with whom all 
fell; nor to ſatan, though he was an inſtrument of 
their ruin; but to themſelves alſo, on account of 
the actual fins and tranſgreſſions they have fo wil- 
fully and repeatedly been guilty of: or, in other 


words, there is a certain kind of appropriating qua- 


lity in ſome ſins, which ſeem, excluſive of any 
appendant or dependent cauſes, (if we may uſe the 


expreſſion) to originate in themſelves, and without ; 


any apparent contingency with otherpowers.—This 
being only meant as an accommodation for_the 


argument, that there is an appropriating quality in 
ſome fins, forms a good apology with every true hs 
Chriſtian, for rather taking the charge to himſelf; © 2 


than wantonly caſting i it Ms upon sed Satan 
or the world. 


When God hides his face from his Sug at an 


time, fin is the grand cauſe of it;—but whoſe ſin? 
Why, the ſins of his own people. But your ini- 
quities have ſeparated between you and your God, 
and your fins have hid his face from you,“ Ifajah 


lix. 2. Or, when he chaſtiſes them with his rad, 


fin is the cauſe ſtill, © If his children forſake my 
law, and walk n not in my judgments ; if they break 


H 2 | my 
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my Bates and keep not my commandments ; then 
will J viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with firipes.” Pſ. Ixxix. go—32. . 
By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be 
purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his ſin.“ 
Ifa. xxvii. 9. Mark, the iniquity and the ſin here 
ſpoken of, are Jacob's, but the taking them away is 
the Lord's. IJ, even I am he, (lays he) that 
blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, 
and will not remember thy ſins.” Iſa. xlii/ 25. 
Here we mult obſerve likewiſe, that the tranſgreſ- 
ſions and fins are the church's, but the blotting of 
them out is Chriſt's, * O Iſrael | (ſays the pro- 
phet) return unto the Lord, thy God, for thou haſt 
fallen by thine iniquity, Hol. xiv. i. Mark the 
iniquity of which the prophet ſpeaks is Iſrael's ;— 
e thine iniquity ” and yet this Iſrael was the 
Lord's,“ the Lord thy God.” Though Iſrael was 
a fallen rebellious creature, and had forſaken the 
worſhip and ſervice of God, had backſliden and 
revolted from him ; had fallen into guilt, fin and 
miſery, notwithſtanding, God was his God ſtill: 
e the Lord thy God,” not only by creation, but by 
a ſpecial choice, a ſpecial covenant, and a ſpecial 
redemption. © And though they had fallen by 
their iniquity, yet, ſays he, © return, O Hracl, un- 
to the Lord thy God.” RP 2 


It would be well for us, my brethren, if, in many 
calls, v we > made proper Ciſtinftions ! in our 7 Ideas, as 
it 


1 


tal 
34 would deln be the readieſt mathod of NI 
ing a right habit of thinking, and, in all caſes, 
they would be leſs ſubje&t to that intanglement and 
confuſion, if not error and miſtake, which the | 


want of ſuch diſtinQions neceſlarily occaſions, | 


Iſrael and their ſins are two diſtin 8 
with God, and bleſſed be his holy name, he 
knows how to ſeparate them, though the method and 
the means by which he doth i it, ſeems to his people 

very ſevere ſometimes. Pſ. Ixv. 5. Yet he will 
| have the corn and the chaff ſeparated, Mat. iii. 12. 
The pure metal and the droſs ſhall not always 
dwell together. Iſa. i. 25. The Lord will have his 
people purified; hence it is, that he keeps “ his 
fire in Zion, and his furnace 1 in Jeruſalem.” Ifa. 
Xxxi. 9. 


Though many of his people dwell, at del 
among the pots, and are greatly defiled, both with - 
out and vithin, with ſin and corruption; the happy 
period draws nigh, when all of them ſhall be made 
to ſhine like a dove, © whoſe wings are covered 


with ſilver, and her feathers with bees gore." 
Ia. Ixviii. 13. 


Though his people have ther fins now to grieve 
and perplex them, he will not reſt till all the ſons 
of Levi are thoroughly refined, the crucible and 
1 *. OS Ce .s a . +" © 4 Do ; 
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the furnace he will uſe ſo long as any droſs remains 
about his gold. Mal. iii. 2. His people, firs, ſhall 
be ſaved from, not in, their ſins. May the Holy 
Spirit reveal, and apply this truth with energy and 
ſueceſs, till all his people are finally and for ever. 
ſaved from all their fins and iniquities. 


Hence obſerve, that it is the work of Jeſus 
Chriſt alone to © ſave his people from their ſins.” 
Neither angels nor men have any thing to do wich 
this great work, that is they bavenothing to do with 
it as the cauſes of it ; though it pleaſeth him often 
to make uſe of both as inſtruments to carry it for- 
ward, yet it is he alone that ſtands engaged to ſave 
| his people from their ſins, 

When he engaged in the eternal council to 
ſand i in the law-place of his eleQ, he declares that 
none of them ſtood with him, nor for him then. 
0 And I looked, and there was none to help, and 
I wondered and there was none to uphold ; there- 
fore mine own arm brought ſalvation,” Iſa. Ixiii. 5. 
Mark, mine own arm brought ſalvation, that is, 
himſelf ; | for St. Paul calls him “* the power of 
God.” 1 Cor. i. 24. St. John calls him “the Al- 
mighty,“ Rev. xviii. and the prophet Iſaiah calls 
him, “ the mighty God,“ Iſa, ix. 6. Theſe ex- 
preſſions infer his immenſe power and ability to 
—ſave his people from their ſins. | 


His 


Me 


His divine Father promiſed to his people; that 


| he ſhould be a great Saviour, Iſa. xix. 20. And 
he ſhall ſend them a Saviour, and a great one, and 


he ſhall deliver them. This ſtrong Saviour here | 


promiſed and ſpoken of, is Jeſus Chriſt, - whom 
God ſent in the fulneſs of time to deliver his peo- 
ple from their ſins. In him is all ſufthciency for 
that glorious purpoſe, namely, to fave them who 


come unto God; becauſe it hath pleaſed God, even 


the Father, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in him for 
that purpoſe ; therefore he, that 1s Jeſus Chriſt, 
ever liveth to deliver his people from fin, wrath, 
and e ceflrucizon. 
The work of Gleativn, firs, however it may be 
familiar to your ears, and therefore, perhaps, the 
leſs efteemed, is {till a great work, and fo great'a 


work, that none but Chriſt could ever have under- 
taken it. In the plan of ſo great a work all his 


wiſdom, conſummate as it is, and all- his power 
infinite as it muſt be, were both engaged in it 
for man's redemption. It was aſſigned him, in the 


eternal council of heaven, and fully accompliſhed _ 


when he bowed his head on the croſs and gave up 
the ghoſt. Nor, indeed, does he appear in any of 


his works ſo great as in this; far in this he over- 


came Satan, fruſtrated his malicious deſigns, ſub- 
dued his power, and got the victory over him for 
ever. By thus, he filenced all the thunders of the 


law, 


— 
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law, appeaſed inveQtive Juſtice, took away the ſting 
of death, and brought in an everlaſting ſalvation. 


So great then was this ſalvation, that no one 
was able to conceive how it was effected, or even 


to prepare his ſoul for the reception of its benefits: 
Therefore, it is not enough that Chriſt ſhould be 
full of grace—to ſave his people from their fin; - 
but it is neceſſary alſo, that he ſhould be full of 
power, in order to apply that grace, and to make 
it operative and effeQual in the hearts of his peo- 
ple; as the ordinary means by which he ſaves them 
from their lans. 5] 


Under theſe conſiderations it muſt appear evi- 
dently clear, that in the-work of man's redemption, 
the whole power muſt be of Chriſt, for it is him and 
him alone, ſays my text, © ſhall ſave his people 
from their ſins.” No created being could aſſiſt 
him in the work, for all the work was His. Where 
is the boaſted power of man? or where are all the 
powers that higheſt angels ever could poſſeſs? Can 
they ſupport a drooping plant, recal a withering 

flower to its former beauty, or give life, even for a 
moment, to a gaſping. worm? Can they reſiſt the 
ſwelling tide, ſtem the impetuous torrent, and ibid 
the raging tempeſt ceaſe to roar? Can they, 
with all the fancied powers they poſſeſs, ſupport. 
the aching boſom that's oppreſſed with guilt, or 
ſoothe the agonies of a wounded mind? Much 

lels * 
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leſs can they aſſiſt his work in ſaving the moſt | 
wretched of his creatures (which all the ele& are by 
nature) “from their fins.” None but the Good 
Samaritan can heal ſuch wounds ; and none but 
him can ſet the guilty conſcience free, 


We ſhall now conſider more particularly the 
operations of the three divine perſons, as they con- 
centre in Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſalvation of ſinners. 


1. * He fhall ſave his people from their ſins,” 
becauſe it is the will of the Father that he ſhould 
doit. It is worth our while to obſerve how much 
and how often Chriſt ſpeaks in his word of the 
will of his Father, as conneRted with the ſalvation 
of his people, In the xlth Pſalm we read thus, 
e Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not deſire ; mine 
ears haſt thou opened; burnt offering and ſin of- 
fering haſt thou not required, then ſaid I, Lo! I 
come, in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
I delight to do thy WILL, a God! yea, br law 
is within my heart.” | 


This paſſage is quoted by St. Paul, in the 10th 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and is ap- 

plied by him to Chriſt and his undertaking for his 
people, As in the inſtitution, ſo in the devotion 
of the Old Teſtament, there is more of Chriſt 
than people in general are aware of. And when 


I the 
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che apoſtle obſerved that Chriſt had engaged to 
deliver his people from ſin. and miſery, according 
to the will of his Father, he doth not prove this 
point from the decrees and deep counſels of God 
only, but from the viſible inſtitution of ſacrifices © 
and offerings, which the Jews were very well ac-. 
quainted with, and knew that they all typified their 
Meſſiah. So that it follows, becauſe it was the will of 
the Father that Chriſt ſhould ſave ſinners, Chriſt, in 
acquieſcence tothat will, muſt ſave them of neceſſity, 
becauſe it was the will of the Father that he ſhould 
do ſo, © Lo, I come, (ſays he) to do thy will, 
O my God.” It was the will of God to appoint 
and inſtitute the Levitical ſacrifices, to prefigure 
that of his Son; but when he ſhould come into 
| the world; they were to continue no longer; and,. 
in the fulneſs of time, he came, Gal. iv. 4, made 
of a woman; made under the law;“ that is, he 
aſſumed that body which had been fixed upon in 
the eternal council, and in that body he ſuffered, 
and made an atonement for all his ele&, that they, 
according to the unalterable will of his Eternal 
Father, might be redeemed by him from the curſe 
of the law, and might receive the adoption of 
ſons. 


| 


2. „He ſhall ſave his people from their ſins;“ 
becauſe the Father hath put all things in his hand 


for this end, The ſtate in which all bis people 
are 
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are by nature, is a ſtate of poverty and want. 
Thoſe of them who are made ſenſible of it, know, 
by woeful experience, that they have nothing but 
ſin, can do nothing but ſin, and deſerve nothing 
but hell; originally, as creatures, they were no- 
thing, and, being now ſinful and wretched, they are 
worſe than nothing; and yet, for all this, both 
themſelves, and all things that appertain to life and 
godlineſs, are put into the hand of Chriſt, that he 
might ſave them from fin, and beſtow upon them 
the riches of his grace and mercy, as it ſeemeth to 
him good. 


Chriſt, Sirs, has power to give what he pleaſ- 
eth, for © it pleaſeth the Father to give all things 
into his hand.“ John iii. 35. What hand but his 
could have held all things? All things concentre 
in the God-man, that his poor ſinful people might 
come with boldneſs unto him for all things, even 
for God himſelf, for God is no where to be found 
to our comfort but in Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 19. In- 
| deed, as God over all, Chriſt has a natural right to 
all things and beings whatever. And, concerning 
his donative right, which he has, as Mediator, all 
things in his poſſeſſion he keeps, and diſpoſes of 
them in ſuch a way as terminates to the advan- 


tage of his people, and finally iſſues in the glory of 2 


the Father and the Holy Spirit, as cq operating 
with himſelf in their ſalvation, | | 
| I 2 Hence 


l 
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Hence obſerve, under the co-operative and 


conjundtive powers of theſe three divine perſons, 


neither fin nor. devils ſhall be able to pervert the 
deſigns of everlaſting grace, or prevent the ſalva- 
tion of God's people. Sin may vex and diſturb. 


_ them, but never ſhall deſtroy them; becauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt is their King and Ruler, to defend and pre- 


ſerve them; and, in all caſes of diſeaſe or diſtreſs, 
their Phyſician and Helper. Are they blind? He 


has got the eye-ſalve. Are they ignorant, and like 
ſillyſheep prone to wander from God? His wiſdom 
and care can illuminate their underſtandings, and 
lead them into the « way everlaſting.” Are they 
finful and defiled? He is able to waſh them in that 
fountain which was opened in his ſide, and to admi- 
niſter the conſolating cordials of his everlaſting 
love and pardon to their deſponding minds ; and, 

to crown all, has-promiſed to endue them with the 
heavenly influences of his Holy Spirit. For by 
whoſe immediate agency, in taking of the things of 
Chriſt and revealing them to men, he, the Holy Spi- 
rit, 1s co-operating with the F ather * Son, i in Fug 


ſalvation of liners. 


O! firs, it is this divine influence, and nothing 
but this influence of the ever-blefſed Spirit, that 
helps me to preach, and you to hear, to any good 
effect, and it is only obtained through the interceſſion 

and miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. © 7 will pray the Fa- 
5 LT wer 
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| ther, and he ſhall give you another Comforter; that 


be (the Comforter, or Holy Spirit) may abide with 
you for ever.” Obſerve, here is another inſtance 
of the co-gperation of the eternal Trinity, or, the 
Father and the Spirit acting in uniſon with | Jeſus 
Chriſt, and concentering their power in him, forthe 


Talvation of his people. Mark how preremptorily he 


ſpeaks, © He (that is the Father) ſhall ſend, or give, 

you another Comforter, John xiv. 16. Hence it ap- 
pears that Chriſt uſeth his interceſſion, as a Media- 
tor, and his prerogative, as a God (equal with the 
Father and the Spirit) to procure and beſtow the 
deine of grace and ſalvation on e 


Again, Chriſt not Vs intereeeds with his Fa- 
ther that he would ſend the Spirit to his people, but 


ſends this bleſſing to them himſelf. *« I will (ſays 


he) ſend him,“ that is the Holy Ghoſt, © unto you.“ 


And when he cometh, the moſt aſtoniſhing things 


are effected, the vileſt among mankind are con- 
verted to God, and thoſe that were afar off, by 
every abominable practice that could be imagined, 
are hereby brought into © the glorious liberties of 


the ſons of God.” If, like Manaſſeh, guilty of 


ſhedding blood ; if, like Saul, full of rage againſt 
the way of ſalvation by grace; if, like Mary Mag- 


dalen and the woman of Samara, full of everylewd- 


neſs ; or, like Zaccheus and the toll-gatherer, full 


of extortions and covetoulneſs; ; yea, let their ſins 
i.“ [i 3 be 
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be what they may, and their caſes ever ſo bad, 
hen ER, the Holy Spirit, is ſent,“ every mountain 
ſhall become a plain,“ and every obſtacle remov- 


ed, that ſinners may be ſaved and God glorified for 
ever uu ever. 


* 
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What the Pſalmiſt ſays of the thunder, that loud 
voice, of nature, from the dark and thick clouds, 
is applicable to the voice of Chriſt and the Spirit, 
from the ſcriptures, in the hearts of his people. The 
voice of Chriſt and the Spirit in the goſpel, is, like 
thunder, both majeſtic and effective, for the con- 
verſion of ſinners, and none ſhall be able to with- 
ſtand their power. And when that power cometh 
| into the heart of any ſinner, it ſhall ſhake his wil- 
derneſs, dry up all his waters, tear up his firm ce- 
dars by the roots, and caſt all his caſtles to the 
ground, and will not leave one falſe prop unre- 
moved: or, in other words, his Spirit ſhall ſearch 
all the ſecrets of his heart, and totally deſtroy every 
vain imagination that pride, arrogance and folly, 
are apt to ſet up againſt his ſalvation; ſo that he 
ſhall be obliged at laſt to cry out,“ Lord, what 
wouldſt thou have me to do?“ 


When this rei and life-giving voice 
of the Son of God comes with power to a loſt ſin- 
Her, it penetrates into his very foul ; and, when his 
conſcience is awakened, like Eliſha, it tells the 

man 
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man al that ever he did againft God and bis ont - 
We read that Chriſt came to his diſciples when the 
door was ſhut, and that he ſtood in the midſt of 
them. So he does ſtill ; for when he comes by 
his word and Spirit to ſave any of his people from 
their ſins, he finds all the doors ſhut againſt him; 
the doors of their ears, and the door of their hearts; 
they are all ſhut, bolted and barred- againſt him- 
and his word. But ſuddenly, and without afking 
leave, he comes by his Spirit into the ſoul, and 
faves it from ſin; and, by the bleſſings of his goſ- 
pel, fills it with that joy and peace m believing, 
which the world can neither give nor take away. 

For HE ſhall fave his people from their fins.” 
There is therefore no other name, and no other 
way under heaven, by which ſinners can be ſaved, 
but by the name of this great He whom the Father 
appointed and gave, as the gift of his love, to ſave 
ſinners ; that © whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” Bleſſed be 
God for this He, and bleſſed be the Holy Spirit 
for taking ofthe great and unſearchable riches of his 
grace, and ſhewing them to his people. This is the 
He whom the Father promiſed from the beginning 
to ſave ſinners, and to deſtroy the works of the de- 
vil, Gen, iii. 15. 1 John iii. 8. This is the He 
whom the patriarchs and prophets looked for, aa 
the means of their ſal vation; this is the great and 
ä incomprehenſible He who is adored by angels, 
loved 
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the grave, which they mournfully complain of, daily 
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loved by his ſaints, and fled to, as the only refuge N 
of ſinners from everlaſting wrath ; this is the gret 

He by whom devils are bound, fin ſubdued, death, 9 
deftroyed, and his people ſaved; —“ for, HE ſhalk- © 
ſave them from their ſins.” And though he is now? e 
deſpiſed and rejected of men, there is a day com- 
ing when he ſhall appear as the judge of all, as well | 
as the Sav iour of all that believe, Rom. xiv. 10 


2 Cor. v. 10. All his people long to ſce that happy: 


day arrive, for theſe two realons, viz. 


1. Becauſe, though they are delivered from the 
reigning power of ſin and the curſe due to it, 
from the wrath of God, and from a ſtate of con- 
demnation ; yet, obſerve, they are not delivered 
wholly, while in this life, from the being of it, nor - ©. - 
from the conſtant and troubleſome workings of it 
in their own minds. St. Paul, though an apoſtle, . 
found it to be like a thorn in his fleſh, - and it made 
him groan on the account of it ; for © ſin (ſays he) 155 
dwelleth in me ;”” and, © O wretched man that E* 
am, &.“ which clearly imply, that there ſtill are 
the ſad remains of indwelling ſins and corruptions 
in the very belt of God's people while on this ſide 


ex 
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watching againſt it, and reſolutely oppoſing it with 
prayers and ſupplications, looking for the joyful 

arrival of that day, when every enemy ſhall be ſub- 
dued for ever. 


2. Becauſe 
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Pen being nee th ſin, $ 


WF fear him . being nem and ſerve „ 
po” bim forever without ilfürbancs: being like um, ĩðᷣ ò | 
bim both i in holineſs and ppinelſs, Hothing thall - 34 
- - beable 1 to deſtroy their peace.” ©” 5 
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0 Lord! ſtrengthen the faigh of all thy A 
ls now travelling heaven-ward, and give „ 
55 partake of the earneſt of. wr inheritance here, 
and finally, after this life, 10 be admiued into the 
fruition of everlaſling N e Jeſus 


Fa ts, my cel 1 0 endeavoured td Es 
7 they: you, what it is Chyiſt ſaves his people from, 

and and de abne is their Saviour; and 
dge of all, yet he is the Sa- 
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dur öl none but of thoſe who are really eonVinetd 
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n 8 + of their fins, by his Word and Spirit, and are led tod 


105 


blim for grace to ſupport, righteouſneſs to juſtifſy/ 

aud blood to waſh them from all their ſitis.Now⸗ 

tm, tay you and be found of that happy num- 
ber 'whith the Lord Chtiſt thus ſaves,” not in, 
Atom, all their iniquities and fins. Unto whom; with 
tte Fecher and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed equal 
| INE INC] *%.n0w and for ever. Amen and Amen 
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